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SYLLABUS 

______________________________________________________________________________

___ 

         Objectives & Outcomes:  

         After going through the course the learner would be able to 

1. Learn the features of Elizabethan literature. 

2. Review the aspects of literary genres, forms and terms of the period. 

3. Identify the characteristics of poetry, drama and literary criticism. 

4. Have a detailed understanding of the literary texts. 

 

UNIT-I (History of Elizabethan Literature) 

1. Literary Characteristics 

2. Major Themes & Writers     

3. Elizabethan Theatre 

UNIT-II (Literary Genres) 

1. Simile, Metaphor, Allegory, Personification 

2. Tragedy, Comedy, Tragi-Comedy 

3. Chronicle Play, Three Unities, Masque 

UNIT-III (Poetry) 

1. William Shakespeare: Sonnet 116 (Let me not to the Marriage of True Minds) 

2.      All the World’s a stage (Poetic excerpt from As you Like It) 

 

UNIT-IV (Drama) 

1. William Shakespeare: Hamlet 

 

UNIT-V (Literary Criticism) 

1. Aristotle: Poetics (Elements of Tragedy) 
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PAPER CODE –220302 

GOVERNMENT COLLEGE (A) RAJAHMUNDRY 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

I B.A. SPECIAL ENGLISH HONOURS – MAJOR - 4 

SEMESTER – 2 (With effect from 2023 -2024) 

AN INTRODUCTION TO ELIZABETHAN LITERATURE (1558-1603) 

SECTION – A 

 

I. Answer any 5 questions in 50 words each choosing at least 1 from each 

section.5X2=10 

       (2 questions to be given from each unit on Knowledge and Understanding levels) 

 

1. a. Trace the factors that led to the spurt of literary activity in Elizabethan Age. 

Or 

  b. Mention the major themes of the Elizabethan age. 

 

2. a. Define ‘Tragicomedy’. 

Or 

  b. Compare the simile with the metaphor. 

 

3. a. Name the inspiration for Shakespeare’s sonnets. 

Or 

  b. What are the seven ages mentioned in All the World’s a Stage? 

 

4. a. What is a revenge tragedy? 

Or 

  b. Relate the essence of Polonius’s advice to his son. 

 

5. a. How does Aristotle define Tragedy? 

Or 

 b. Distinguish between History and Epic according to Aristotle. 

 

SECTION – B 

II. Answer any 5 questions in 75 words each choosing 1 from each section.    

5X3=15 

(2questions to be given from each unit to test Application and Analysis levels) 

 

6. a.Survey the literary contribution of the Elizabethan writers. 

Or 

 b. Identify the essential features of the Elizabethan theatre.  

 

7. a. Examine the Three Unities observed in the classical drama. 

Or 

 b. Develop a brief note on the Chronicle Plays. 
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8. a. Show the structure and rhyme scheme of Shakespeare’s sonnets. 

Or 

       b. Infer the philosophic view of life expressed in All the World‘s a Stage 

 

 

9. a. Analyze the plot and structure of Shakespeare’s Hamlet 

Or 

                          b. Develop the character of Ophelia. 

  

10. a. Examine how Aristotle refutes the charges of Plato. 

Or 

b. Distinguish between Hamartia, Hubris and Peripateia. 

 

SECTION – C 

 

III. Answer any 3 of the following questions in 150 words each.   3X6=18 

(6 question to be given from all units to test the Evaluation and Creativity levels) 

 

11.  a. Attempt an estimate of the characteristics of the Elizabethan Age. 

Or 

                           b. Discuss the typical characteristic features of the Elizabethan tragedy. 

 

12.  a. Summarize Shakespeare’s sonnet Let me not to the marriage of true minds….. 

Or 

                           b. Analyze Hamlet’s psychological predicament. 

 

13.  a. Madness is the key theme in Hamlet – Justify.  

Or 

           b. Attempt an estimate of Aristotle’s views on Plot and Characters.  

 

 

SECTION – D 

IV.   Objective Type questions         6X ½  =3 

14. Answer the following 

i. This is closely associated with William Shakespeare                (          )  

a. Swan Theatre 

b. Fortune Theatre 

c. Rose Theatre 

d. Globe Theatre 

 

ii. This is the period of the Elizabethan Age       (          ) 

a. 1664-1695 

b. 1552-1682 

c. 1558-1603 

d. 1603-1689 

 

iii. An Allegory offers          (          ) 

a. Two meanings 

b. Two rhyme schemes 

c. Two stanzas 

d. Two couplets 
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iv. All the World’s a Stage is taken from        (          ) 

a. Hamlet 

b. Julius Caesar 

c. Macbeth 

d. As you Like it. 

 

v. The number of sonnets composed by Shakespeare      (          ) 

a. 156 

b. 154 

c. 155 

d. 152 

vi. This is a part of the sonnet         (          )   

a) Strophe 

b) Epode 

c) Antistrophe 

d) Sestet 

 

 

 

15. Match the following             4X1=4 

Fill in the brackets with the correct option. 

                           A                                 B 

i. Aristotle  (          ) a. Stratford – Upon-Avon 

ii. Shakespeare  (          ) b. Allegorical performance 

iii. Masque  (          ) c. Attribute human qualities 

Personification (          ) d. Greek Philosopher 
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STUDY MATERIAL STRUCTURE 

I YEAR B.A., SPECIAL ENGLISH HONOURS - Major – 4 

SEMESTER – II (2023-2024 onwards) 

PAPER CODE: 220302 

TITLE: AN INTRODUCTION TO ELIZABETHAN LITERATURE (1558-1603) 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY MATERIAL 

 

This study material is designed to help first-year BA Special English Honours students at 

Government College (Autonomous), Rajahmundry, to gain a clear understanding of Elizabethan 

Literature. It is written in simple language, and each lesson covers unit-wise and lesson-wise 

explanations, key points, and questions and answers for exam preparation. 

 

This course focuses on: ✅ Understanding the features of Elizabethan literature. 

✅ Studying various literary genres, forms, and terms. 

✅ Appreciating the poetry, drama, and criticism of the period. 

✅ Gaining insights into Elizabethan writers and their major works. 

-------------  

Dr. Noojilla Srinivas  

Lecturer in English   
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UNIT I – LESSON 1: LITERARY CHARACTERISTICS 

Brief Introduction (Simple Explanation in 150-200 words): 

 

The Elizabethan Age (1558-1603), under the rule of Queen Elizabeth I, is often called the 

Golden Age of English Literature. It was a time of great national pride, political stability, and 

intellectual progress, which reflected in the literature of the time. 

The Renaissance spirit greatly influenced Elizabethan writers, encouraging humanism and the 

focus on individual achievement and exploration. Literature shifted from religious themes to 

secular themes, exploring love, beauty, power, and human nature. 

The major literary forms were poetry, drama, and prose, with drama being the most popular. 

Blank verse, sonnets, and lyric poetry flourished. The works of Shakespeare, Marlowe, Ben 

Jonson, and Edmund Spenser showcased creative energy and experimentation with language. 

Elizabethan literature is marked by: 

✔ Nationalism and patriotism 

✔ Use of allegory and symbolism 

✔ Emphasis on human emotions and individuality 

✔ Fusion of medieval and Renaissance elements 

✔ Rich, ornate language 

 

📝 2-Mark Questions (Answer in 50 words): 

1. What is the time period of the Elizabethan Age? 

Answer: 
The Elizabethan Age refers to the period from 1558 to 1603, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth 

I. It is considered a Golden Age in English history, known for its literary, artistic, and cultural 

achievements. 

2. Name two major literary forms that flourished in the Elizabethan Age. 

Answer: 
Two major literary forms that flourished were drama and poetry. Elizabethan drama, especially 

tragedies and comedies, became highly popular, and poetry, particularly sonnets and lyric 

poems, gained prominence. 

3. What was the role of Humanism in Elizabethan Literature? 

Answer: 
Humanism encouraged focus on human values and achievements. It shifted literature away 

from purely religious themes to explore human nature, individual emotions, and secular 

subjects. 
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4. Mention two important Elizabethan playwrights. 

Answer: 
Two important playwrights of the Elizabethan period are William Shakespeare and Christopher 

Marlowe. Both contributed significantly to the growth of English drama. 

 

5. What is Blank Verse? 

Answer: 
Blank verse is unrhymed iambic pentameter, widely used in Elizabethan drama and poetry. It 

was popularized by Christopher Marlowe and Shakespeare in their plays. 

 

📝 3-Mark Questions (Answer in 75 words): 

1. Describe the main features of Elizabethan Poetry. 

Answer: 
Elizabethan poetry was influenced by Renaissance humanism and emphasized beauty, love, 

and nature. Poets often used sonnets, allegory, and symbolism. Poetic forms like blank verse 

and lyric poetry were popular. The works of Edmund Spenser, such as The Faerie Queene, and 

Shakespeare's Sonnets, represent the richness of Elizabethan poetry. 

 

2. Explain the role of Queen Elizabeth I in promoting literature. 

Answer: 
Queen Elizabeth I supported literary and artistic activities. Her reign brought political stability, 

which encouraged writers to explore human experiences rather than religious themes. She 

patronized poets and playwrights, leading to a flourishing of drama and poetry, known as the 

Elizabethan Renaissance. 

 

3. What are the characteristics of Elizabethan Drama? 

Answer: 
Elizabethan drama was marked by complex characters, exploration of human emotions, and 

use of blank verse. It combined tragedy, comedy, and historical themes. Dramatists like 

Shakespeare and Marlowe introduced supernatural elements, moral dilemmas, and revenge 

plots. 

 

4. Mention two characteristics of Elizabethan Prose. 

Answer: 
Elizabethan prose focused on exploration and discovery, often discussing political and 

philosophical ideas. Writers like Sir Philip Sidney and Francis Bacon used prose to express 

intellectual and moral reflections. 
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6-Marks Questions (150 Words with Side Headings) 

 

1. Discuss the Literary Characteristics of the Elizabethan Age. 

1. Introduction: 

The Elizabethan Age (1558-1603), under Queen Elizabeth I, is called the Golden Age of 

English Literature. It marked a period of peace, prosperity, and artistic flowering, influenced 

by the Renaissance. 

 

2. Humanism and Renaissance Influence: 

Writers adopted humanistic ideas, focusing on human potential, secularism, and individual 

experience. Classical learning and Renaissance ideals inspired the themes and forms of 

literature. 

3. Growth of Drama and Poetry: 

 Drama was the dominant form, led by William Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, and Ben 

Jonson. 

 Poetry, especially sonnets and epic poems, flourished with writers like Edmund Spenser and 

Sir Philip Sidney. 

4. Use of Blank Verse and Language: 

 Blank verse (unrhymed iambic pentameter) became the standard for drama and poetry. 

 Language was ornate, rich in imagery, and used allegory and personification. 

5. Themes and Nationalism: 

 Literature explored love, ambition, fate, power, and patriotism. 

 Historical plays promoted national pride. 

6. Conclusion: 

Elizabethan literature blended medieval traditions with Renaissance humanism, producing 

works that laid the foundation for modern English literature. 

 

2. How did the Renaissance influence Elizabethan Literature? 

 

1. Introduction: 

The Renaissance, meaning “rebirth”, brought intellectual awakening across Europe and deeply 

influenced the Elizabethan Age. 

2. Humanism: 

 Emphasis shifted from religious themes to human-centered subjects. 

 Writers explored individualism, secularism, and personal emotions. 
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3. Influence on Drama: 

 Dramatists like Shakespeare and Marlowe created complex characters and realistic plots, 

drawing from classical Greek and Roman literature. 

4. Influence on Poetry: 

 Poets like Edmund Spenser wrote epic poems with allegories, mythological themes, and 

classical references. 

 The sonnet became a popular poetic form. 

5. Spirit of Inquiry and Exploration: 

 The Renaissance spirit encouraged curiosity, leading to themes of discovery, power, and 

human potential in literature. 

6. Conclusion: 

The Renaissance transformed Elizabethan literature into an era of artistic brilliance, laying the 

groundwork for modern thought and literature. 
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Objective Type Questions (Multiple Choice): 

1. The Elizabethan Age is known as the— 
a) Dark Age 

b) Golden Age of English Literature ✅ 

c) Age of Revival 

d) Age of Decay 

2. Who is called the "Bard of Avon"? 
a) Ben Jonson 

b) Edmund Spenser 

c) William Shakespeare ✅ 

d) Christopher Marlowe 

3. Blank verse is— 
a) Rhymed couplets 

b) Unrhymed iambic pentameter ✅ 

c) Prose writing 

d) Free verse 

4. The Faerie Queene was written by— 
a) William Shakespeare 

b) Edmund Spenser ✅ 

c) John Lyly 

d) Ben Jonson 

5. The Elizabethan Age lasted from— 
a) 1600-1700 

b) 1558-1603 ✅ 

c) 1500-1550 

d) 1650-1700 
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UNIT I – LESSON 2: 

MAJOR THEMES AND WRITERS OF THE ELIZABETHAN PERIOD 

 

Brief Introduction (Simple Explanation in 150-200 words): 

The Elizabethan Age was a period of great literary creativity, often called the Golden Age of 

English Literature. Writers explored new themes influenced by the Renaissance, focusing on 

human life, emotions, and experiences rather than religious or didactic subjects. 

Some of the major themes in Elizabethan literature include Love, Ambition, Fate vs. Free Will, 

Power and Corruption, Patriotism, Humanism, and Supernatural Elements. The period 

witnessed a revival of classical learning blended with national pride and exploration of human 

nature. 

The major writers of this period include William Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, 

Edmund Spenser, Ben Jonson, and Sir Philip Sidney, whose works made lasting contributions 

to poetry, drama, and literary criticism. 

 

📝 2-Mark Questions (Answer in 50 words): 

1. Name two major themes in Elizabethan literature. 

Answer: 
Two major themes are Love and Ambition. Love is often romantic or idealized, while ambition is 

shown as a driving force that leads to success or tragedy, as in Macbeth. 

2. Who is called the Bard of Avon? 

Answer: 
William Shakespeare is known as the Bard of Avon because he was born and lived in Stratford-

upon-Avon and became the most famous playwright and poet of the Elizabethan era. 

 

3. Name the author of The Faerie Queene. 

Answer: 
Edmund Spenser wrote The Faerie Queene, an epic poem that combines allegory with chivalric 

romance and celebrates the virtues of the ideal knight. 

 

4. Mention two famous Elizabethan dramatists. 

Answer: 
Two famous dramatists are William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe. Both are known 

for their contributions to Elizabethan tragedy and historical plays. 
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5. What is the theme of Fate vs. Free Will in Elizabethan drama? 

Answer: 
This theme explores whether characters control their destinies (Free Will) or are ruled by fate. It 

is often seen in tragedies like Macbeth and Othello. 

 

📝 3-Mark Questions (Answer in 75 words): 

1. Explain the theme of Love in Elizabethan literature. 

Answer: 
Love is a central theme in Elizabethan literature. It is often portrayed as romantic, idealistic, or 

tragic. In Shakespeare’s sonnets and plays like Romeo and Juliet, love is seen as powerful yet 

often challenged by social conflicts. It also appears as courtly love in poetry and drama, 

symbolizing loyalty, passion, and sacrifice. 

 

2. Write a short note on Edmund Spenser. 

Answer: 
Edmund Spenser was a major Elizabethan poet, best known for his epic poem The Faerie 

Queene. He introduced the Spenserian stanza and was a master of allegory, using his works to 

teach moral lessons. His poetry reflects Renaissance ideals, chivalry, and national pride. 

 

3. What is the significance of the Supernatural in Elizabethan drama? 

Answer: 
Supernatural elements like ghosts, witches, and prophecies added mystery and suspense to 

Elizabethan drama. Plays like Macbeth and Hamlet use the supernatural to advance the plot and 

reflect inner conflicts, highlighting the Elizabethan fascination with the unknown and fate. 

 

4. Mention two major themes in Shakespeare’s tragedies. 

Answer: 
Two major themes in Shakespeare’s tragedies are Ambition, as in Macbeth, and *Fate vs. Free 

Will, as in Hamlet. These themes explore human flaws, moral dilemmas, and the consequences 

of choices. 
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📝 6-Mark Questions (Answer in 150 words with Side Headings): 

 

1. Discuss the Major Themes of Elizabethan Literature. 

1. Introduction: 

Elizabethan literature reflects the Renaissance spirit and focuses on human experiences, 

emotions, and social issues. 

2. Love: 

 A common theme in poetry and drama. 

 Explored as romantic love (Romeo and Juliet), courtly love, or unrequited love (Shakespeare’s 

Sonnets). 

3. Ambition and Power: 

 Seen in tragedies like Macbeth, where ambition leads to downfall. 

 Explores moral corruption and human desire for control. 

4. Fate vs. Free Will: 

 Characters struggle between destiny and personal choice. 

 Tragedies often question whether fate controls life or individuals shape their future. 

5. Supernatural Elements: 

 Ghosts, witches, and omens create mystery and suspense (Hamlet, Macbeth). 

 Reflects Elizabethan beliefs in the supernatural and fate. 

6. Patriotism and Nationalism: 

 Writers like Shakespeare glorified England’s history in Chronicle plays like Henry V, promoting 

national pride. 

7. Conclusion: 

These themes made Elizabethan literature universal and timeless, exploring the complexities of 

human life. 

 

2. Write a short essay on the Major Writers of the Elizabethan Age. 

 

1. Introduction: 

The Elizabethan Age produced some of the greatest writers in English literature, who 

contributed to poetry, drama, and criticism. 

2. William Shakespeare: 

 Known as the Bard of Avon. 

 Wrote tragedies, comedies, and historical plays (Hamlet, Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet). 
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 Mastered the sonnet form and dramatic characterization. 

3. Christopher Marlowe: 

 Famous for Doctor Faustus. 

 Introduced blank verse in drama. 

 His plays explore ambition, power, and tragedy. 

 

4. Edmund Spenser: 

 Author of The Faerie Queene. 

 Known for epic poetry, allegory, and the Spenserian stanza. 

 

5. Ben Jonson: 

 Master of satirical comedy (Volpone). 

 Wrote masques and is noted for his classical style. 

 

6. Sir Philip Sidney: 

 Author of Astrophel and Stella. 

 Contributed to Elizabethan poetry and literary criticism (Defence of Poesy). 

 

7. Conclusion: 

These writers made the Elizabethan period the Golden Age of English literature through their 

innovations and creativity. 
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📝 Objective Type Questions (Multiple Choice): 

1. Who is regarded as the greatest writer of the Elizabethan period? 

a) Christopher Marlowe 

b) Ben Jonson 

c) William Shakespeare ✅ 

d) Edmund Spenser 

 

2. The Faerie Queene is an allegory written by— 

a) Edmund Spenser ✅ 

b) William Shakespeare 

c) John Lyly 

d) Thomas Kyd 

3. Who is known as the Bard of Avon? 

a) William Shakespeare ✅ 

b) Philip Sidney 

c) Ben Jonson 

d) Christopher Marlowe 

4. Which writer introduced blank verse into English drama? 

a) William Shakespeare 

b) Ben Jonson 

c) Christopher Marlowe ✅ 

d) Thomas Dekker 

5. Astrophel and Stella was written by— 

a) Sir Philip Sidney ✅ 

b) Edmund Spenser 

c) Ben Jonson 

d) Shakespeare 

6. Which theme is predominant in Shakespeare’s Macbeth? 

a) Love 

b) Ambition ✅ 

c) Friendship 

d) Humor 

7. Which Elizabethan play deals with Fate vs. Free Will? 

a) Doctor Faustus ✅ 

b) As You Like It 

c) Twelfth Night 

d) Volpone 
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8. Volpone, a satirical comedy, was written by— 

a) Ben Jonson ✅ 

b) Shakespeare 

c) Marlowe 

d) Spenser 

9. The Spenserian stanza was introduced by— 

a) Philip Sidney 

b) Edmund Spenser ✅ 

c) Shakespeare 

d) Marlowe 

10. Doctor Faustus is a tragedy that deals with— 

a) Love and Romance 

b) Ambition and Fall of Man ✅ 

c) Nationalism 

d) Courtly Love 

11. Which Elizabethan writer is famous for his literary criticism The Defence of Poesy? 

a) Edmund Spenser 

b) Sir Philip Sidney ✅ 

c) Ben Jonson 

d) John Lyly 

12. Henry V is an example of which genre? 

a) Comedy 

b) Tragedy 

c) Chronicle Play ✅ 

d) Masque 

13. Shakespeare’s sonnets mostly deal with themes of— 

a) War and Politics 

b) Love, Beauty, and Time ✅ 

c) Religion and Morality 

d) Comedy and Satire 

14. The Spanish Tragedy was written by— 

a) Thomas Kyd ✅ 

b) Christopher Marlowe 

c) Ben Jonson 

d) Shakespeare 
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15. The theme of Patriotism is prominent in— 

a) Romeo and Juliet 

b) Henry V ✅ 

c) Macbeth 

d) Doctor Faustus 

16. Who among the following was NOT an Elizabethan writer? 

a) William Shakespeare 

b) Edmund Spenser 

c) Geoffrey Chaucer ✅ 

d) Christopher Marlowe 

17. Tamburlaine the Great was written by— 

a) Ben Jonson 

b) Christopher Marlowe ✅ 

c) Shakespeare 

d) John Lyly 

18. Which writer is associated with Masques? 

a) Ben Jonson ✅ 

b) Marlowe 

c) Sidney 

d) Kyd 

19. The Faerie Queene was dedicated to— 

a) Queen Elizabeth I ✅ 

b) King Henry VIII 

c) Mary, Queen of Scots 

d) King James I 

20. Which of the following plays is NOT a Shakespearean tragedy? 

a) Hamlet 

b) King Lear 

c) Doctor Faustus ✅ 

d) Othello 

21. Shakespeare’s historical plays are also known as— 

a) Chronicle Plays ✅ 

b) Tragi-Comedies 

c) Masques 

d) Farces 
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22. The Defence of Poesy argues for the value of— 

a) Music 

b) Dance 

c) Poetry ✅ 

d) Masques 

23. Which of these plays features the theme of Supernatural Elements? 

a) Twelfth Night 

b) The Tempest ✅ 

c) Volpone 

d) Astrophel and Stella 

24. Who is famous for writing witty and satirical comedies in the Elizabethan era? 

a) Ben Jonson ✅ 

b) Philip Sidney 

c) Thomas Kyd 

d) Edmund Spenser 
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UNIT I – LESSON 3: ELIZABETHAN THEATRE 

 

Brief Introduction (Simple Explanation in 150-200 words): 

The Elizabethan Theatre was one of the most significant developments of the Elizabethan Age 

(1558–1603). It marked the birth of professional English drama and public theatres, most 

famously The Globe Theatre. These theatres were places of entertainment, education, and 

national pride. 

Open-air theatres like The Globe, The Rose, and The Swan attracted audiences from all 

sections of society. Plays were performed during the daytime, without artificial lighting, and 

there was no scenery—the emphasis was on language, acting, and imagination. 

The theatre also became a medium of social and political commentary, exploring themes such 

as ambition, power, fate, and love. Dramatists like William Shakespeare, Christopher 

Marlowe, and Ben Jonson brought life and realism to the English stage. 

 

📝 2-Mark Questions (Answer in 50 words): 

1. What was the most famous theatre of the Elizabethan period? 

Answer: 
The most famous theatre was The Globe Theatre, associated with William Shakespeare. It 

became the central venue for his plays and is known as the iconic symbol of Elizabethan drama. 

2. Name two famous Elizabethan theatres. 

Answer: 
Two famous theatres are The Globe and The Rose. Both were open-air public theatres in 

London, attracting a wide audience from all social classes. 

3. Who played the female roles in Elizabethan theatre? 

Answer: 
Female roles were played by young boys or men, as women were not allowed to perform on  

4. What time of the day were plays performed in Elizabethan theatres? 

Answer: 
Plays were performed in the afternoon, using natural daylight, as there was no artificial lighting 

available. 

5. Who were groundlings in the Elizabethan theatre? 

Answer: 
Groundlings were common people who paid a cheap price to stand in the yard area of the 

theatre, close to the stage. 
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📝 3-Mark Questions (Answer in 75 words): 

1. Describe the structure of an Elizabethan public theatre. 

Answer: 
Elizabethan theatres, like The Globe, were usually circular or octagonal with an open roof. The 

stage projected into the central yard, surrounded by three tiers of galleries. The poor stood in 

the yard as groundlings, while the wealthy sat in the galleries. There was no scenery, so plays 

relied on elaborate costumes, language, and acting. 

2. What was the role of The Globe Theatre in Elizabethan drama? 

Answer: 
The Globe Theatre was the center of Shakespearean drama. It allowed for large audiences and 

provided a space for experimenting with complex plays. It became an important venue for the 

development of English Renaissance drama and is historically significant as the home of 

Shakespeare’s greatest plays. 

3. What was the role of acting companies in Elizabethan Theatre? 

Answer: 
Acting companies like The Lord Chamberlain’s Men (Shakespeare’s company) and The 

Admiral’s Men (Marlowe’s company) performed plays. These groups were often patronized by 

nobles and performed regularly in public theatres. They trained actors and contributed to the 

growth of professional theatre. 

4. Explain why there was no scenery on Elizabethan stages. 

Answer: 
There was no scenery because of the open-air structure of theatres and the lack of stage 

technology. Instead, playwrights used rich language, descriptive dialogues, and costumes to 

create the setting and imaginative atmosphere for the audience. 

 

📝 6-Mark Questions (Answer in 150 words with Side Headings): 

 

1. Describe the Major Features of Elizabethan Theatre. 

1. Introduction: 

The Elizabethan Theatre was open-air, circular, or octagonal, serving as a popular 

entertainment medium in England. 

2. Structure of Theatres: 

 Theatres like The Globe had a central open yard and galleries. 

 The stage projected into the yard, making performances intimate and interactive. 

3. Performances and Audience: 

 Plays were performed in the afternoon, relying on natural light. 

 Audiences were diverse, including nobles and commoners (groundlings). 
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 Female roles were performed by young boys. 

4. Acting Companies: 

 Companies like The Lord Chamberlain’s Men and The Admiral’s Men dominated the stage. 

 They performed works by Shakespeare, Marlowe, and Ben Jonson. 

5. No Scenery, Rich Costumes: 

 Scenery was absent; emphasis was on costumes, language, and actor skills. 

6. Conclusion: 

The Elizabethan Theatre combined creativity, imagination, and social engagement, laying the 

foundation for modern drama. 

 

2. Discuss the Role of William Shakespeare in Elizabethan Theatre. 

1. Introduction: 

William Shakespeare was the greatest dramatist of the Elizabethan Age, transforming English 

drama. 

2. Contribution to Drama: 

 He wrote 37 plays, including tragedies, comedies, and histories. 

 His works explored human nature, power, ambition, and love. 

3. Role in The Globe Theatre: 

 Shakespeare was a shareholder in The Globe Theatre. 

 Many of his plays, such as Hamlet, Macbeth, and Othello, were performed there. 

4. Innovations: 

 He refined blank verse and created complex characters. 

 His universal themes and realistic dialogues attracted diverse audiences. 

5. Legacy: 

Shakespeare’s plays continue to be performed worldwide, making him an immortal figure in 

theatre history. 

  



23 
 

Objective Type Questions (Multiple Choice) 

 

1. The most famous theatre of the Elizabethan Age was— 

a) The Swan 

b) The Globe ✅ 

c) The Curtain 

d) The Red Bull 

2. Who built The Globe Theatre? 

a) Ben Jonson 

b) Richard Burbage and his father ✅ 

c) William Shakespeare 

d) Christopher Marlowe 

3. In which city were most Elizabethan theatres located? 

a) Oxford 

b) Stratford 

c) London ✅ 

d) Cambridge 

4. What were the groundlings in Elizabethan theatres? 

a) Noblemen 

b) Common people who stood in the yard ✅ 

c) Actors 

d) Stagehands 

5. Why were plays performed during the day in Elizabethan times? 

a) Actors were lazy 

b) There was no artificial lighting ✅ 

c) Queen Elizabeth commanded it 

d) It was a tradition from Rome 

6. Who were The Lord Chamberlain’s Men? 

a) A noble family 

b) Shakespeare’s acting company ✅ 

c) Theatre builders 

d) Royal musicians 

7. What was the seating arrangement for the rich in the theatre? 

a) In the yard 

b) On the stage 

c) In the galleries ✅ 

d) At home 
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8. Women could not act on stage in Elizabethan theatre. Who acted female roles? 

a) Older men 

b) Young boys ✅ 

c) Queen Elizabeth herself 

d) Hired noblewomen 

9. Which playwright was famous for his Masques performed in Elizabethan courts? 

a) Ben Jonson ✅ 

b) Marlowe 

c) Shakespeare 

d) Kyd 

10. Which was NOT an Elizabethan theatre? 

a) The Rose 

b) The Curtain 

c) The Swan 

d) The Royal Opera House ✅ 

11. What was the name of Shakespeare’s acting company after James I became king? 

a) Lord Chamberlain’s Men 

b) The Admiral’s Men 

c) The King’s Men ✅ 

d) The Queen’s Players 

12. Which theatrical form combined music, dance, and elaborate costumes during the Elizabethan 

period? 

a) Masque ✅ 

b) Chronicle Play 

c) Tragedy 

d) Farce 

  



25 
 

UNIT II – LITERARY GENRES 

Lesson 1: Simile, Metaphor, Allegory, Personification 

 

Brief Introduction (Simple Explanation in 150-200 words): 

This lesson explains some of the important literary devices used by Elizabethan writers to 

enhance the imaginative quality and meaning of their works. Simile, Metaphor, Allegory, and 

Personification are figures of speech that add beauty, depth, and symbolism to poetry and 

drama. 

 A Simile compares two different things using the words "like" or "as" to create vivid imagery. 

 A Metaphor directly states that one thing is another, implying a deeper resemblance. 

 An Allegory is a narrative in which characters and events symbolically represent abstract ideas 

or moral qualities. 

 Personification gives human qualities to non-human objects or abstract concepts, making 

them relatable and lively. 

These devices are commonly found in Shakespeare’s plays, Spenser’s poetry, and other 

Elizabethan works. Understanding them helps in appreciating the artistic beauty and thematic 

richness of the literature of this period. 

 

📝 2-Mark Questions (Answer in 50 words) 

 

1. What is a Simile? Give an example. 

Answer: 
A Simile is a figure of speech comparing two different things using "like" or "as". 

Example: “My love is like a red, red rose.” 

2. What is a Metaphor? Give an example. 

Answer: 
A Metaphor is an implied comparison where one thing is said to be another. 

Example: “All the world’s a stage.” 

3. What is Allegory? 

Answer: 
An Allegory is a story or poem in which characters, settings, and events represent abstract ideas 

or moral qualities. 

Example: The Faerie Queene by Edmund Spenser. 

4. What is Personification? Give an example. 

Answer: 
Personification gives human qualities to non-human things. 

Example: “The wind whispered through the trees.” 
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5. Name two Elizabethan works that use Allegory. 

Answer: 

1. The Faerie Queene by Edmund Spenser. 

2. Everyman (earlier medieval, but influential during Elizabethan times). 

 

📝 3-Mark Questions (Answer in 75 words): 

 

1. Explain Simile and give an example from Elizabethan literature. 

Answer: 
A Simile directly compares two different things using "like" or "as". It creates vivid imagery 

and helps readers understand a concept by relating it to something familiar. 

Example: In Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18, he uses a simile to compare his beloved to a summer’s 

day: 

"Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?" 

 

2. Explain Metaphor with an example from Shakespeare. 

Answer: 
A Metaphor compares two unrelated things by stating that one thing is another. Shakespeare uses 

metaphors frequently. 

Example: “All the world’s a stage” from As You Like It, where life is compared to a theatrical 

play, and people are actors. 

 

3. What is Allegory? Explain with an example from Spenser. 

Answer: 
An Allegory is a narrative that operates on two levels: literal and symbolic. Edmund Spenser’s 

The Faerie Queene is an allegory representing virtues. The character Red Cross Knight 

symbolizes the virtue of Holiness, and the story reflects moral and religious lessons. 

 

4. Explain Personification with an example from Elizabethan poetry. 

Answer: 
Personification attributes human qualities to animals, objects, or ideas. 

Example: In Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18, time is personified as “Death brag thou wander’st in his 

shade”, giving Death the human ability to brag. 
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📝 6-Mark Questions (150 words with Side Headings): 

 

1. Explain Simile and Metaphor with suitable examples. 

 

1. Simile: 

 A Simile compares two different things using “like” or “as”. 

 It helps create imagery and clarity. 

Example: Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18 compares a lover to a summer’s day: 

"Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?" 

2. Metaphor: 

 A Metaphor makes an implied comparison, without using “like” or “as”. 

 It equates two different things for deeper meaning. 

Example: In As You Like It, Shakespeare says: 

"All the world’s a stage, 

And all the men and women merely players." 

Here, life is compared to a drama. 

3. Conclusion: 

Both devices are common in Elizabethan poetry and drama, adding depth and beauty to 

language. 

 

2. Explain Allegory and Personification with examples from Elizabethan literature. 

 

1. Allegory: 

 Allegory is a symbolic narrative, where characters and events stand for abstract ideas. 

 Example: The Faerie Queene by Spenser. The Red Cross Knight represents Holiness, and his 

journey reflects spiritual development. 

2. Personification: 

 Personification gives human characteristics to non-human things. 

 Example: In Sonnet 18, Shakespeare personifies Death, treating it like a person: 

"Nor shall Death brag thou wander’st in his shade." 

3. Conclusion: 

Both Allegory and Personification help simplify complex ideas and add emotional appeal in 

Elizabethan literature. 
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Objective Type Questions (Multiple Choice): 

 

1. Simile is a comparison using— 

a) Like or As ✅ 

b) Than 

c) But 

d) Yet 

 

2. "Her eyes are as bright as stars" is an example of— 

a) Metaphor 

b) Simile ✅ 

c) Personification 

d) Allegory 

 

3. Which figure of speech directly states that one thing is another? 

a) Simile 

b) Metaphor ✅ 

c) Allegory 

d) Personification 

 

4. "All the world’s a stage" is an example of— 

a) Simile 

b) Metaphor ✅ 

c) Allegory 

d) Hyperbole 

 

5. An Allegory conveys— 

a) A moral or lesson ✅ 

b) Humour 

c) Tragedy 

d) Fantasy 

 

6. "The sun smiled down on us" is an example of— 

a) Simile 

b) Metaphor 

c) Personification ✅ 

d) Allegory 
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7. Which of the following is an allegorical work of the Elizabethan period? 

a) Hamlet 

b) The Faerie Queene ✅ 

c) Macbeth 

d) Doctor Faustus 

8. Personification gives human qualities to— 

a) Animals 

b) Objects and abstract ideas ✅ 

c) Only humans 

d) Plants 

9. Who used Allegory in The Faerie Queene? 

a) Philip Sidney 

b) Edmund Spenser ✅ 

c) Shakespeare 

d) Marlowe 

10. "Time flies" is an example of— 

a) Simile 

b) Personification ✅ 

c) Allegory 

d) Hyperbole 

11. Which figure of speech creates imaginative comparisons? 

a) Simile ✅ 

b) Allegory 

c) Irony 

d) Paradox 

12. In which figure of speech does an entire story represent abstract ideas? 

a) Metaphor 

b) Allegory ✅ 

c) Hyperbole 

d) Parody 

13. Shakespeare often used Personification in— 

a) His comedies 

b) His sonnets ✅ 

c) His prose 

d) None of the above 
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14. What does Allegory usually teach? 

a) A joke 

b) A moral lesson ✅ 

c) A metaphor 

d) A simile 

 

15. The phrase "Love is a battlefield" is a— 

a) Simile 

b) Metaphor ✅ 

c) Personification 

d) Allegory 

16. Who compared his beloved to a summer’s day in a famous sonnet? 

a) Marlowe 

b) Shakespeare ✅ 

c) Sidney 

d) Jonson 

17. "Hope whispered softly in her ear" uses— 

a) Allegory 

b) Personification ✅ 

c) Simile 

d) Hyperbole 

18. "He fought like a lion" is a— 

a) Simile ✅ 

b) Metaphor 

c) Allegory 

d) Personification 

19. Allegories are common in— 

a) Epics ✅ 

b) Satire 

c) Elegies 

d) Drama 

20. Which is NOT a figure of speech? 

a) Simile 

b) Metaphor 

c) Allegory 

d) Biography ✅ 
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UNIT II – LITERARY GENRES 

Lesson 2: Tragedy, Comedy, Tragi-Comedy 

 

Brief Introduction (Simple Explanation in 150-200 words): 

In the Elizabethan Age, drama flourished and took on various genres. The three major types 

were Tragedy, Comedy, and Tragi-Comedy. 

 Tragedy deals with the serious downfall of a noble hero, often due to a tragic flaw (Hamartia) 

or fate. It evokes pity and fear. Examples include Hamlet and Macbeth. 

 Comedy is light-hearted and humorous, focusing on love, mistaken identities, and happy 

endings, often resulting in marriages or reunions. Examples include Twelfth Night and As You 

Like It. 

 Tragi-Comedy blends elements of both tragedy and comedy. It has serious situations but ends 

happily without the death of main characters. Examples include The Merchant of Venice and The 

Tempest. 

These genres reflect the diversity and creativity of Elizabethan drama. 

 

📝 2-Mark Questions (Answer in 50 words): 

 

1. What is Tragedy in Elizabethan drama? 

Answer: 
Tragedy is a serious play that ends with the downfall or death of the hero, often due to a tragic 

flaw or fate. It evokes pity and fear. Example: Hamlet by Shakespeare. 

 

2. What is Comedy in Elizabethan literature? 

Answer: 
Comedy is a play that deals with humorous situations, often involving love, confusion, and 

mistaken identities, ending in happiness or marriage. Example: Twelfth Night. 

 

3. Define Tragi-Comedy. 

Answer: 
Tragi-Comedy combines both tragic and comic elements, dealing with serious themes but 

ending happily. Example: The Tempest by Shakespeare. 

 

4. Give an example of a Tragedy and a Comedy by Shakespeare. 

Answer: 
Tragedy: Macbeth. 

Comedy: As You Like It. 
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5. What is Hamartia? 

Answer: 
Hamartia is the tragic flaw or error in judgment in the hero’s character that leads to his 

downfall. Example: Macbeth’s ambition. 

 

📝 3-Mark Questions (Answer in 75 words): 

 

1. Describe the main features of Tragedy in Elizabethan drama. 

Answer: 
Tragedy is a serious play focusing on the fall of a noble hero. The hero suffers because of a 

tragic flaw (Hamartia), fate, or moral weakness. It evokes pity and fear, leading to catharsis 

(emotional cleansing). 

Example: Shakespeare’s Hamlet, where the hero’s indecision leads to his death. 

 

2. Explain the role of Comedy in Elizabethan theatre. 

Answer: 
Elizabethan comedies are light-hearted plays focused on love, humour, and mistaken identities. 

They often involve conflict resolution and happy endings, usually concluding in marriages. 

Example: Twelfth Night, where confusion in identity results in comic situations but ends happily. 

 

3. What are the characteristics of Tragi-Comedy? 

Answer: 
Tragi-Comedy blends tragic seriousness with comic relief and ends in happiness. Though it 

contains dangerous situations, it avoids tragedy, with no death of the main characters. Example: 

The Merchant of Venice, which deals with serious issues but ends with harmony and marriage. 

 

4. Write a short note on Shakespeare’s Tragi-Comedies. 

Answer: 
Shakespeare’s Tragi-Comedies mix tragedy and comedy, containing serious issues like 

betrayal or revenge but ending with forgiveness and reunion. Example: The Tempest, where 

themes of revenge lead to reconciliation. 
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📝 6-Mark Questions (150 words with Side Headings): 

 

1. Explain the features of Elizabethan Tragedy with examples. 

1. Introduction: 

Tragedy was a popular genre in Elizabethan drama, dealing with the fall of a great hero. 

2. Tragic Hero and Hamartia: 

The hero is noble and high-born, but possesses a tragic flaw (Hamartia), such as ambition or 

jealousy, which leads to downfall. 

3. Fate and Supernatural Elements: 

The plays often involve fate, prophecies, and supernatural elements, adding suspense. 

Example: Macbeth and the witches’ prophecies. 

4. Catharsis: 

Tragedy evokes pity and fear, bringing about catharsis (emotional cleansing) in the audience. 

5. Examples: 

 Hamlet: Prince Hamlet’s indecision causes his downfall. 

 Macbeth: Macbeth’s ambition leads to murder and death. 

6. Conclusion: 

Elizabethan tragedy explores human weaknesses, moral conflicts, and the consequences of 

choices. 

 

2. Explain the characteristics of Elizabethan Comedy with examples. 

1. Introduction: 

Elizabethan Comedy provides humour, entertainment, and ends happily. 

2. Themes: 

The themes include love, mistaken identity, disguise, and reconciliation. 

3. Plot Structure: 

 Involves conflicts and misunderstandings that create humour. 

 Resolved by the end, leading to marriage or reunion. 

4. Characters: 

 Characters often use wit, cleverness, and humour. 

 Strong female characters (e.g., Viola in Twelfth Night). 

5. Examples: 

 Twelfth Night: Mistaken identities cause comic situations. 
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 As You Like It: Romantic misunderstandings lead to multiple marriages. 

6. Conclusion: 

Comedy celebrates human joy, love, and forgiveness, with a happy resolution. 

 

3. What is Tragi-Comedy? Explain its features with examples. 

1. Introduction: 

Tragi-Comedy blends tragedy and comedy, creating emotional variety. 

2. Serious Themes with Happy Endings: 

Although it deals with serious issues (revenge, betrayal), it avoids a tragic ending. 

3. Comic Relief: 

There is often comic relief to balance serious moments. 

4. Absence of Death: 

Unlike Tragedy, it usually avoids the death of main characters. 

5. Examples: 

 The Merchant of Venice: Serious conflict with Shylock, but ends happily. 

 The Tempest: Themes of revenge turn into forgiveness and reunion. 

6. Conclusion: 

Tragi-Comedy allows serious reflection while offering hopeful resolutions. 
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Objective Type Questions (Multiple Choice): 

 

1. Who is the tragic hero in Macbeth? 

a) Banquo 

b) Duncan 

c) Macbeth ✅ 

d) Malcolm 

 

2. What is Macbeth’s tragic flaw? 

a) Indecision 

b) Ambition ✅ 

c) Jealousy 

d) Cowardice 

 

3. Who wrote The Tempest? 

a) Marlowe 

b) Ben Jonson 

c) Shakespeare ✅ 

d) Kyd 

 

4. Tragedy ends in— 

a) Marriage 

b) Reconciliation 

c) The downfall or death of the hero ✅ 

d) None of these 

 

5. Comedy often ends in— 

a) Death 

b) Tragedy 

c) Marriage or happiness ✅ 

d) War 

 

6. Which of the following is a Tragi-Comedy? 

a) Hamlet 

b) The Tempest ✅ 

c) Othello 

d) Richard III 
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7. Tragi-Comedy blends— 

a) Tragedy and Comedy ✅ 

b) Romance and Satire 

c) Mystery and Horror 

d) Farce and Masque 

 

8. Which of these plays deals with mistaken identity? 

a) Macbeth 

b) Twelfth Night ✅ 

c) King Lear 

d) Hamlet 

 

9. Catharsis is a concept associated with— 

a) Comedy 

b) Tragedy ✅ 

c) Masque 

d) Chronicle Play 

 

10. Which playwright popularized the Tragic genre in Elizabethan theatre? 

a) Ben Jonson 

b) Christopher Marlowe ✅ 

c) Shakespeare 

d) Kyd 

 

11. In a Tragi-Comedy, the hero usually— 

a) Dies 

b) Lives happily ✅ 

c) Goes to war 

d) None of the above 

 

12. What genre is As You Like It? 

a) Tragedy 

b) Comedy ✅ 

c) Chronicle Play 

d) Masque 

 



37 
 

13. The Merchant of Venice is best classified as— 

a) Tragedy 

b) Comedy 

c) Tragi-Comedy ✅ 

d) Farce 

 

14. Who kills Macbeth? 

a) Banquo 

b) Macduff ✅ 

c) Duncan 

d) Lady Macbeth 

 

15. A key theme of Tragedy is— 

a) Triumph of love 

b) Fate and downfall ✅ 

c) Comedy of errors 

d) Romantic love 

 

16. Who is the hero of Othello? 

a) Iago 

b) Othello ✅ 

c) Cassio 

d) Desdemona 

 

17. Tragi-Comedies avoid the— 

a) Death of the main characters ✅ 

b) Use of humor 

c) Use of serious themes 

d) Comic relief 

 

18. Which genre was often accompanied by music and dance in court performances? 

a) Tragi-Comedy 

b) Masque ✅ 

c) Chronicle Play 

d) Tragedy 
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19. Volpone by Ben Jonson is— 

a) A Tragedy 

b) A Comedy ✅ 

c) A Masque 

d) An Allegory 

 

20. Which genre evokes pity and fear? 

a) Tragedy ✅ 

b) Comedy 

c) Farce 

d) Masque 
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UNIT II – LITERARY GENRES 

Lesson 3: Chronicle Play, Three Unities, Masque 

 

Brief Introduction (Simple Explanation in 150-200 words): 

In the Elizabethan period, drama developed into different forms. Three important types were the 

Chronicle Play, the Three Unities, and the Masque. 

 A Chronicle Play is based on historical events, often dramatizing the lives of English 

kings and promoting patriotism. Shakespeare’s Henry IV and Richard III are examples. 

 The Three Unities are classical rules for drama derived from Aristotle’s Poetics (Unity 

of Action) and expanded by later critics (Unity of Time and Place). They state that a play 

should have one action, take place in one location, and occur within one day. 

 A Masque is a courtly entertainment that combines music, dance, and poetry. It was 

performed at royal courts with elaborate costumes and stage effects. Ben Jonson was a 

famous writer of Masques. 

These forms show the richness and variety of Elizabethan drama. 

 

📝 2-Mark Questions (Answer in 50 words): 

 

1. What is a Chronicle Play? 

Answer: 
A Chronicle Play is a historical drama based on real events, often focused on English monarchs. 

It promotes patriotism and national pride. Example: Henry IV by Shakespeare. 

 

2. What are the Three Unities in drama? 

Answer: 
The Three Unities are: 

1. Unity of Action (one main plot), 

2. Unity of Time (within 24 hours), 

3. Unity of Place (one setting). 

 

3. What is a Masque? 

Answer: 
A Masque is a courtly entertainment combining music, dance, and poetry, often with 

allegorical and mythological themes, performed for royalty. 
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4. Name one famous writer of Masques in the Elizabethan period. 

Answer: 
Ben Jonson was a famous writer of Masques. His works include The Masque of Blackness. 

 

5. Who formalized the concept of the Three Unities in European drama? 

Answer: 
The French and Italian dramatists of the Renaissance formalized the Three Unities, although 

Aristotle originally mentioned Unity of Action in his Poetics. 

 

📝 3-Mark Questions (Answer in 75 words): 

 

1. Explain the main features of a Chronicle Play. 

Answer: 
A Chronicle Play dramatizes historical events, often portraying the lives of English monarchs 

and important national events. These plays aim to inspire patriotism and national pride. They 

often blend fact and fiction, focusing on the heroic deeds, wars, and political intrigue of 

English history. 

Example: Shakespeare’s Richard III highlights the rise and fall of King Richard. 

 

2. Describe the Three Unities in drama. 

Answer: 
The Three Unities are classical rules for dramatic structure: 

1. Unity of Action: One main plot, no subplots. 

2. Unity of Time: Action within 24 hours. 

3. Unity of Place: Action in a single location. 

They were loosely followed in Elizabethan drama but strictly observed in French 

classical drama. 

 

3. What are the main features of a Masque? 

Answer: 
A Masque was an elaborate court entertainment combining music, dance, poetry, and acting. 

It was performed for royalty and featured mythological or allegorical themes. Lavish costumes, 

stage designs, and special effects were common. Example: Ben Jonson’s The Masque of 

Blackness. 
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4. Why did Elizabethan playwrights not strictly follow the Three Unities? 

Answer: 
Elizabethan playwrights like Shakespeare believed strict adherence to the Three Unities limited 

dramatic freedom. They preferred complex plots, multiple locations, and extended timelines to 

explore human emotions and social issues more fully. 

 

📝 6-Mark Questions (150 words with Side Headings): 

 

1. Describe the features of a Chronicle Play with examples. 

1. Introduction: 

A Chronicle Play dramatizes historical events, often focusing on national heroes and English 

kings. 

2. Themes and Purpose: 

These plays aimed to inspire patriotism by showing heroic deeds, wars, and political events 

from English history. 

3. Structure and Content: 

 Chronicle plays often mixed fact and fiction. 

 They emphasized moral lessons and the responsibility of rulers. 

4. Examples: 

 Shakespeare’s Richard III shows the rise and fall of Richard III. 

 Henry IV portrays political intrigue and civil unrest. 

5. Conclusion: 

Chronicle Plays were significant in shaping national identity and celebrating England’s history. 

 

2. Explain the Three Unities in drama. 

1. Introduction: 

The Three Unities are classical rules for dramatic construction. 

2. Unity of Action: 

The play should have one main plot, without subplots. 

(Aristotle emphasized this in his Poetics.) 

3. Unity of Time: 

The action should take place within 24 hours, to maintain realism. 

4. Unity of Place: 

The play should occur in one location. 

Later critics, especially French neoclassical dramatists, stressed these unities. 
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5. Conclusion: 

Elizabethan playwrights did not strictly follow these unities, preferring complex storytelling. 

Example: Shakespeare’s Hamlet violates all three unities. 

 

3. Describe the features and importance of the Masque in Elizabethan drama. 

1. Introduction: 

A Masque was a form of courtly entertainment popular in the Elizabethan era. 

2. Components: 

 Combined music, dance, poetry, and acting. 

 Featured allegorical and mythological themes. 

3. Spectacle and Performance: 

Masques had lavish costumes, elaborate sets, and stage machinery for special effects. 

4. Purpose and Audience: 

 Performed for royalty and nobility at court celebrations. 

 Often praised the monarch, reinforcing royal power and virtue. 

5. Famous Writers: 

Ben Jonson was the most famous writer of Masques. 

Example: The Masque of Blackness. 

6. Conclusion: 

Masques were visual spectacles reflecting artistic creativity and political power. 
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Objective Type Questions (Multiple Choice): 

 

1. Chronicle Plays are based on— 

a) Fictional stories 

b) Historical events ✅ 

c) Mythological stories 

d) Religious sermons 

 

2. Which playwright wrote Chronicle Plays like Henry IV? 

a) Marlowe 

b) Shakespeare ✅ 

c) Ben Jonson 

d) Spenser 

 

3. The Three Unities include all EXCEPT— 

a) Unity of Action 

b) Unity of Time 

c) Unity of Character ✅ 

d) Unity of Place 

 

4. The Unity of Time requires the action to occur within— 

a) 24 hours ✅ 

b) One week 

c) One month 

d) One season 

 

5. Which dramatist emphasized the Three Unities in classical drama? 

a) Shakespeare 

b) Aristotle ✅ 

c) Ben Jonson 

d) Philip Sidney 

 

6. Masques were performed in— 

a) Public theatres 

b) Royal courts ✅ 

c) Churches 

d) Town squares 
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7. Who was a famous writer of Masques? 

a) Marlowe 

b) Shakespeare 

c) Ben Jonson ✅ 

d) Thomas Kyd 

 

8. Which of these is an example of a Chronicle Play? 

a) The Tempest 

b) Richard III ✅ 

c) Volpone 

d) Doctor Faustus 

 

9. The Masque of Blackness was written by— 

a) Shakespeare 

b) Ben Jonson ✅ 

c) Marlowe 

d) Spenser 

 

10. Which element is NOT part of a Masque? 

a) Dance 

b) Music 

c) Courtroom debate ✅ 

d) Poetry 

 

11. Which of these did Elizabethan playwrights usually ignore? 

a) Unity of Time ✅ 

b) Moral values 

c) Allegory 

d) Tragic flaw 

 

12. Who are the typical characters in a Chronicle Play? 

a) Mythical gods 

b) English kings and nobles ✅ 

c) Roman emperors 

d) Villains and clowns 
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UNIT III – POETRY 

Lesson 1: William Shakespeare’s Sonnet 116 ("Let me not to the marriage of true minds") 

 

Sonnet 116 

 

Let me not to the marriage of true minds 
Admit impediments. Love is not love 

Which alters when it alteration finds, 

Or bends with the remover to remove: 

O no! it is an ever-fixed mark 

That looks on tempests and is never shaken; 

It is the star to every wandering bark, 

Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken. 

Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy lips and cheeks 

Within his bending sickle’s compass come: 

Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks, 

But bears it out even to the edge of doom. 

If this be error and upon me proved, 

I never writ, nor no man ever loved. 

 

✅ This sonnet follows the Shakespearean Sonnet structure: 

 14 lines, 

 Rhyme Scheme: ABABCDCDEFEFGG, 

 Written in Iambic Pentameter. 

Brief Introduction (Simple Explanation in 150-200 words): 

Sonnet 116 is one of the most famous sonnets written by William Shakespeare. It speaks about 

the nature of true love. The poem defines love as unchanging, constant, and eternal, 

unaffected by time, circumstances, or external forces. 

Shakespeare begins by saying that true love is a perfect union of minds, which admits no 

obstacles ("Let me not to the marriage of true minds admit impediments"). He compares love to 

an ever-fixed mark, like a lighthouse, that guides ships during storms. True love does not fade 

with time, even though beauty may decline. 

The sonnet ends with Shakespeare’s firm belief: if his ideas about love are wrong, then he has 

never written, and no man has ever loved. 

The poem is written in Shakespearean sonnet form (14 lines), following the rhyme scheme 

ABABCDCDEFEFGG and using iambic pentameter. 
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📝 2-Mark Questions (Answer in 50 words): 

 

1. Who wrote Sonnet 116? 

Answer: 
William Shakespeare wrote Sonnet 116, which describes the unchanging nature of true love. 

 

2. What is the theme of Sonnet 116? 

Answer: 
The theme of Sonnet 116 is true love, which is constant, unchanging, and enduring, despite 

time or circumstances. 

 

3. What metaphor does Shakespeare use for love in Sonnet 116? 

Answer: 
He compares love to an ever-fixed mark, like a lighthouse, guiding people safely through life’s 

storms. 

 

4. What is meant by “Love’s not Time’s fool”? 

Answer: 
It means true love is not controlled by time. It does not fade, even as beauty and youth decline. 

 

5. What is the rhyme scheme of Sonnet 116? 

Answer: 
The rhyme scheme is ABABCDCDEFEFGG, typical of a Shakespearean sonnet. 

 

📝 3-Mark Questions (Answer in 75 words): 

 

1. Explain the meaning of “Let me not to the marriage of true minds admit impediments.” 

Answer: 
This line means that nothing should come in the way of the union of two true minds. True love 

is pure and cannot be broken by external obstacles. Shakespeare suggests that genuine love 

remains unshaken, regardless of difficulties. 

 

2. What does Shakespeare compare love to in the poem? 

Answer: 
Shakespeare compares love to an ever-fixed mark, a metaphor for a lighthouse, which stands 
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firm in storms and guides wandering ships. This suggests that true love is constant, unchanging, 

and reliable. 

 

3. What is the message of Sonnet 116? 

Answer: 
The message is that true love is eternal and unchanging. It does not alter with time or 

circumstances and remains constant even when beauty fades or difficulties arise. 

 

4. What is the tone of Sonnet 116? 

Answer: 
The tone is confident, assertive, and philosophical. Shakespeare strongly believes in the 

permanence of true love and presents it as an unchangeable truth. 

 

📝 6-Mark Questions (150 words with Side Headings): 

 

1. Write a critical appreciation of Sonnet 116. 

1. Introduction: 

Sonnet 116 is one of Shakespeare’s most famous sonnets, celebrating true and constant love. 

2. Theme: 

The poem defines true love as unchanging, eternal, and unaffected by external forces or time. 

3. Imagery and Metaphor: 

 Love is compared to an ever-fixed mark, like a lighthouse, guiding lost ships. 

 Love is not Time’s fool, meaning time cannot destroy it, unlike beauty that fades. 

4. Structure and Form: 

The poem follows the Shakespearean sonnet form: 

 14 lines, 

 Rhyme scheme ABABCDCDEFEFGG, 

 Written in iambic pentameter. 

5. Conclusion: 

Shakespeare asserts that if his idea of love is wrong, then no man has ever truly loved. The poem 

remains a universal expression of timeless love. 

 



48 
 

2. Explain the use of imagery in Sonnet 116. 

1. Ever-fixed Mark (Lighthouse): 

Love is compared to a lighthouse, symbolizing stability, guidance, and hope. 

2. Star to Every Wandering Bark: 

Love is like the North Star, guiding lost ships (wandering bark), representing direction and 

certainty. 

3. Love’s Not Time’s Fool: 

Time cannot control love, unlike beauty which fades. Love stands against Time’s sickle, defying 

aging and death. 

4. Conclusion: 

Shakespeare’s imagery in the poem shows love as eternal and constant, unaffected by time or 

change. 

 

3. Discuss Shakespeare’s idea of true love as portrayed in Sonnet 116. 

1. True Love is Unchanging: 

Shakespeare believes true love does not change, even when circumstances change. 

2. Love is a Guide: 

Love is described as a lighthouse or fixed star, providing guidance and hope. 

3. Love is Beyond Time: 

True love is not Time’s fool; it remains strong even when beauty fades or time passes. 

4. Conclusion: 

Shakespeare concludes that true love is eternal, unchanging, and universal, making it pure and 

ideal. 
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📝 Expanded Objective Type Questions (Multiple Choice): 

 

1. Sonnet 116 was written by— 

a) Ben Jonson 

b) Edmund Spenser 

c) William Shakespeare ✅ 

d) Philip Sidney 

 

2. The theme of Sonnet 116 is— 

a) Death 

b) True love ✅ 

c) Friendship 

d) Nature 

 

3. “Let me not to the marriage of true minds admit impediments” means— 

a) Love has many problems 

b) True love has no obstacles ✅ 

c) Marriage is difficult 

d) Love fades with time 

 

4. “Ever-fixed mark” refers to— 

a) A river 

b) A lighthouse ✅ 

c) A star 

d) A tree 

 

5. Which of these is NOT true about Sonnet 116? 

a) Love is constant 

b) Love changes with time ✅ 

c) Love guides people 

d) Love is eternal 

 

6. “Love’s not Time’s fool” suggests— 

a) Love is controlled by time 

b) Love is independent of time ✅ 

c) Love is temporary 

d) Love is foolish 
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7. The rhyme scheme of Sonnet 116 is— 

a) ABBAABBACDECDE 

b) ABABCDCDEFEFGG ✅ 

c) AABBCCDDEEFFGG 

d) None of these 

 

8. Sonnet 116 consists of— 

a) 10 lines 

b) 12 lines 

c) 14 lines ✅ 

d) 16 lines 

 

9. The final couplet of Sonnet 116 states— 

a) If love is wrong, no one has ever loved ✅ 

b) Love is blind 

c) Love fades with age 

d) Marriage is difficult 

 

10. “Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken”—refers to— 

a) Money 

b) A star ✅ 

c) A soldier 

d) A tree 
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UNIT III – POETRY 

Lesson 2: “All the World’s a Stage” (Excerpt from As You Like It) 

 

Brief Introduction (Simple Explanation in 150-200 words): 

“All the World’s a Stage” is a famous monologue delivered by Jacques, a melancholy character 

in Shakespeare’s play As You Like It (Act II, Scene VII). In this speech, Shakespeare compares 

the world to a stage and human beings to actors who play different roles in life. He presents life 

as a drama divided into seven stages, from birth to death. 

The seven stages are: 

1. Infant (helpless child), 

2. Schoolboy (unwilling to learn), 

3. Lover (full of emotions), 

4. Soldier (seeking honour), 

5. Justice (wise and respected), 

6. Old Age (losing strength), 

7. Second Childishness (dependence and forgetfulness before death). 

This speech reflects on the transience of life, showing how people enter and exit life just like 

actors on a stage. Shakespeare uses metaphor, personification, and symbolism to present the 

cycle of human life. 

 

📝 The Original Text (Excerpt): 

 

All the world’s a stage, 

And all the men and women merely players; 

They have their exits and their entrances; 

And one man in his time plays many parts, 

His acts being seven ages. At first, the infant, 

Mewling and puking in the nurse’s arms. 

Then the whining schoolboy with his satchel 

And shining morning face, creeping like snail 

Unwillingly to school. And then the lover, 

Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad 

Made to his mistress’ eyebrow. Then a soldier, 

Full of strange oaths and bearded like the pard, 

Jealous in honour, sudden and quick in quarrel, 

Seeking the bubble reputation 

Even in the cannon’s mouth. And then the justice, 

In fair round belly with good capon lined, 

With eyes severe and beard of formal cut, 
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Full of wise saws and modern instances; 

And so he plays his part. The sixth age shifts 

Into the lean and slippered pantaloon, 

With spectacles on nose and pouch on side; 

His youthful hose well saved, a world too wide 

For his shrunk shank; and his big manly voice, 

Turning again toward childish treble, pipes 

And whistles in his sound. Last scene of all, 

That ends this strange eventful history, 

Is second childishness and mere oblivion, 

Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything. 

 

📝 2-Mark Questions (Answer in 50 words): 

 

1. Who delivers the speech “All the World’s a Stage”? 

Answer: 
The speech is delivered by Jacques, a melancholy character in Shakespeare’s play As You Like It 

(Act II, Scene VII). 

 

2. What is the central idea of “All the World’s a Stage”? 

Answer: 
The speech compares life to a stage, where every human plays different roles through seven 

stages of life, from birth to death. 

 

3. What is meant by “exits and entrances”? 

Answer: 
“Exits and entrances” refer to birth and death—people enter life when they are born and exit 

life when they die. 

 

4. What is the first stage of man’s life according to Jacques? 

Answer: 
The first stage is infancy, where a helpless baby cries and vomits in the nurse’s arms. 

 

5. What is the last stage of man’s life in the speech? 

Answer: 
The last stage is second childishness, where a person loses memory, senses, and becomes 

dependent, like a child, before dying. 
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📝 3-Mark Questions (Answer in 75 words): 

 

1. Describe the stage of the schoolboy in “All the World’s a Stage.” 

Answer: 
The schoolboy is unwilling to go to school. He whines and walks slowly like a snail, carrying 

his satchel and showing a shining morning face. He represents the stage where a child starts 

learning, but often without enthusiasm. 

 

2. Explain the role of the soldier in Shakespeare’s Seven Ages of Man. 

Answer: 
The soldier is brave and ambitious but also quick-tempered and jealous in honour. He seeks 

reputation, even risking his life “in the cannon’s mouth”, showing his desire for fame and 

glory despite danger. 

 

3. What is meant by “second childishness”? 

Answer: 
“Second childishness” refers to old age, where a person loses memory, sight, taste, and becomes 

helpless, like an infant, dependent on others for survival, until death. 

 

4. Describe the Justice stage. 

Answer: 
In the justice stage, a man is wise and mature, often giving advice and judgments. He is 

described as having a round belly, a formal beard, and is full of wise sayings (proverbs). 

 

📝 6-Mark Questions (150 words with Side Headings): 

 

1. Explain the Seven Ages of Man as described in “All the World’s a Stage.” 

1. Introduction: 

Shakespeare compares life to a stage and describes seven stages every man passes through. 

2. The Seven Stages: 

1. Infant: Helpless, crying, and vomiting child. 

2. Schoolboy: Whining, unwilling student. 

3. Lover: Emotional and passionate, writing sad poetry. 

4. Soldier: Brave, quick to quarrel, and ambitious for fame. 

5. Justice: Wise, respected, and mature, offering judgments. 
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6. Old Age: Weak and thin, losing strength and manly voice. 

7. Second Childishness: Dependent again, losing senses, and approaching death. 

3. Conclusion: 

The speech shows life as a temporary performance, where people enter, play their parts, and 

finally exit. 

 

2. Discuss the theme of life as a stage in Shakespeare’s “All the World’s a Stage.” 

1. Introduction: 

Shakespeare presents life as a drama, and people as actors playing different roles. 

2. The Stage and Actors Metaphor: 

 Life is a stage, and people enter (birth) and exit (death). 

 Each person plays different roles in life. 

3. Seven Stages of Life: 

The seven roles represent childhood, youth, maturity, and old age. 

4. Conclusion: 

The metaphor emphasizes the transitory nature of human life, from birth to death, showing 

life as a performance with temporary roles. 
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Objective Type Questions (Multiple Choice): 

 

1. “All the world’s a stage” is from which play? 

a) Hamlet 

b) Macbeth 

c) As You Like It ✅ 

d) Othello 

 

2. Who speaks the monologue “All the World’s a Stage”? 

a) Orlando 

b) Jacques ✅ 

c) Duke Senior 

d) Touchstone 

 

3. How many stages of life are described in the speech? 

a) Five 

b) Six 

c) Seven ✅ 

d) Eight 

 

4. The “whining schoolboy” carries— 

a) Books 

b) Satchel ✅ 

c) Scroll 

d) Quill 

 

5. The soldier seeks reputation “even in the—” 

a) Court 

b) Cannon’s mouth ✅ 

c) King’s palace 

d) Temple 

 

6. What happens in the final stage of life according to the speech? 

a) Man becomes a hero 

b) Man becomes a child again ✅ 

c) Man becomes king 

d) Man dies as a warrior 
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7. “Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything”—refers to— 

a) Childhood 

b) Second childishness ✅ 

c) Justice 

d) Soldier 

 

8. The justice stage symbolizes— 

a) Ambition 

b) Maturity and wisdom ✅ 

c) Weakness 

d) Romance 

 

9. Shakespeare compares life to— 

a) A journey 

b) A dream 

c) A stage ✅ 

d) A game 

 

10. “All the world’s a stage” reflects on— 

a) Love 

b) Life’s transience ✅ 

c) War 

d) Nature 
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UNIT IV – DRAMA 

Lesson 1: Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

 

✅ Brief Introduction (150-200 words): 

Hamlet is a tragedy by William Shakespeare, written between 1600-1601. It is one of 

Shakespeare’s greatest plays, exploring revenge, betrayal, madness, morality, and the complex 

nature of human existence. The full title of the play is The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of 

Denmark. 

The play is set in Denmark and follows Prince Hamlet, whose father, King Hamlet, has been 

murdered by his uncle Claudius. Claudius seizes the throne and marries Hamlet’s mother, Queen 

Gertrude. The ghost of King Hamlet reveals the truth to his son, who struggles with doubt, 

moral dilemmas, and indecision in seeking revenge. 

Hamlet is famous for its psychological depth, philosophical reflections, and powerful 

soliloquies like “To be or not to be.” It addresses questions about life and death, human 

weakness, and the consequences of revenge. 

 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet 

Comprehensive Act-wise Summary 

 

✅ ACT I – Exposition: The Ghost’s Revelation 

 The play begins at Elsinore Castle, Denmark, with guards Marcellus and Bernardo 

seeing the Ghost of the dead King Hamlet. 

 Horatio, Hamlet’s close friend, witnesses the Ghost and decides to inform Prince 

Hamlet. 

 Meanwhile, King Claudius (Hamlet’s uncle) has married Queen Gertrude, Hamlet’s 

mother, shortly after King Hamlet’s death. 

 Prince Hamlet is depressed by his father’s death and his mother’s quick remarriage. 

 Laertes and Polonius advise Ophelia to stay away from Hamlet. 

 The Ghost appears to Hamlet, revealing that Claudius murdered him by pouring poison 

into his ear. 

 The Ghost demands revenge, and Hamlet vows to avenge his father’s death but hesitates 

about how to proceed. 

 

✅ ACT II – Rising Action: Hamlet’s “Antic Disposition” 

 Hamlet pretends to be mad ("puts on an antic disposition") to confuse Claudius and others 

while planning his next move. 
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 Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, Hamlet’s childhood friends, are sent by Claudius to spy 

on him. 

 Hamlet becomes suspicious of everyone, including Polonius, who believes Hamlet’s 

madness is caused by Ophelia’s rejection. 

 A group of players (actors) arrives at Elsinore. Hamlet plans to use them to stage a play 

that mimics King Hamlet’s murder, to trap Claudius and confirm his guilt. 

 

✅ ACT III – Climax: The Play within the Play 

 Hamlet delivers his famous “To be or not to be” soliloquy, contemplating life and death. 

 The players perform “The Murder of Gonzago”, which mirrors King Hamlet’s murder. 

Claudius reacts with guilt and fear, confirming the Ghost’s story. 

 Hamlet confronts Gertrude in her chamber and accidentally kills Polonius, mistaking 

him for Claudius hiding behind a curtain. 

 Claudius now sees Hamlet as a real threat and plots to send him to England, with secret 

orders for Hamlet to be killed there. 

 

✅ ACT IV – Falling Action: Revenge Plans and Chaos 

 Claudius sends Hamlet to England, accompanied by Rosencrantz and Guildenstern (with 

orders for Hamlet’s execution). 

 Hamlet escapes and returns to Denmark. 

 Ophelia goes mad with grief over her father’s death and eventually drowns, either by 

accident or suicide. 

 Laertes returns from France, angry over Polonius’s and Ophelia’s deaths. 

 Claudius and Laertes plot to kill Hamlet using a poisoned sword during a duel, and a 

poisoned cup of wine as a backup. 

 

✅ ACT V – Catastrophe: The Duel and Death 

 In a graveyard, Hamlet speaks to the gravedigger and reflects on death and mortality 

("Alas, poor Yorick!"). 

 Ophelia’s funeral takes place. Hamlet confronts Laertes at the graveside, expressing his 

grief and love for Ophelia. 

 The duel between Hamlet and Laertes takes place. 

 Gertrude drinks from the poisoned cup and dies. 

 Laertes wounds Hamlet with the poisoned sword, but Hamlet wounds Laertes in return. 

 Laertes confesses Claudius’s plot before dying. 

 Hamlet kills Claudius by stabbing him and forcing him to drink the poisoned wine. 
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 Hamlet, dying, gives his final speech and names Fortinbras as the next King of 

Denmark. 

 Horatio remains alive to tell Hamlet’s story as Fortinbras arrives. 

 

✅ Summary of Key Points (Act-wise Recap): 

 

ACT I: 

 Introduction of characters, Ghost’s revelation, Hamlet’s vow for revenge. 

ACT II: 

 Hamlet’s madness, spying, plan for the play. 

ACT III: 

 “To be or not to be”, the play within a play, Polonius killed. 

ACT IV: 

 Ophelia’s madness and death, Hamlet returns, Laertes’s alliance with Claudius. 

ACT V: 

 Graveyard scene, duel, multiple deaths (Gertrude, Laertes, Claudius, Hamlet), Fortinbras’s 

arrival. 

 

Hamlet 

✅ Scene-wise Analysis 

 

ACT I – Scene-wise Analysis 

 

Scene 1: The Ghost Appears 

 Setting: The battlements of Elsinore Castle, Denmark. 

 Plot:  

o Guards Bernardo and Marcellus and Hamlet’s friend Horatio see the Ghost 

resembling the late King Hamlet. 

o They decide to inform Prince Hamlet. 

 Significance:  

o Introduces supernatural element. 

o Hints at corruption in Denmark. 

o Raises suspense about the Ghost’s purpose. 
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Scene 2: Claudius’s Speech; Hamlet’s Grief 

 Setting: Court of Denmark. 

 Plot:  

o Claudius announces his marriage to Gertrude and addresses political concerns 

about Fortinbras. 

o Hamlet expresses his grief and disgust over his mother’s remarriage in his first 

soliloquy (“O, that this too too solid flesh would melt”). 

 Significance:  

o Introduces Claudius as king and political intrigue. 

o Hamlet’s deep sorrow and moral conflict emerge. 

 

Scene 3: Laertes and Polonius Advise Ophelia 

 Setting: Polonius’s house. 

 Plot:  

o Laertes warns Ophelia to avoid Hamlet’s love. 

o Polonius echoes the warning and forbids her from seeing Hamlet. 

 Significance:  

o Shows Ophelia’s obedience. 

o Introduces male control over female characters. 

 

Scene 4: Hamlet Meets the Ghost 

 Setting: The battlements at night. 

 Plot:  

o The Ghost appears and beckons Hamlet. 

 Significance:  

o Builds tension as Hamlet follows the Ghost. 

o Sets the stage for the revelation of murder. 

 

Scene 5: The Ghost’s Revelation 

 Setting: A remote part of the battlements. 

 Plot:  

o The Ghost tells Hamlet that Claudius murdered him. 
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o Hamlet swears revenge but cautions himself not to harm Gertrude. 

 Significance:  

o Starts the revenge plot. 

o Hamlet’s internal struggle begins. 

 

 

ACT II – Scene-wise Analysis 

 

Scene 1: Polonius Spies on Laertes 

 Plot:  

o Polonius sends Reynaldo to spy on Laertes. 

o Ophelia reports Hamlet’s strange behavior to Polonius. 

 Significance:  

o Introduces the theme of surveillance. 

o Polonius misinterprets Hamlet’s feigned madness. 

 

Scene 2: Claudius Sends Spies; The Players Arrive 

 Plot:  

o Claudius sends Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to spy on Hamlet. 

o Hamlet greets traveling actors and plans the Mousetrap Play. 

 Significance:  

o Hamlet’s intellectual cunning. 

o Key theme: Appearance vs. Reality. 

 

ACT III – Scene-wise Analysis 

 

Scene 1: “To be or not to be” 

 Plot:  

o Claudius and Polonius spy on Hamlet. 

o Hamlet delivers his “To be or not to be” soliloquy. 

o Hamlet confronts Ophelia, cruelly rejecting her. 

 Significance:  

o Explores existential questions. 
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o Highlights Hamlet’s emotional turmoil. 

 

Scene 2: The Play Within a Play (Mousetrap) 

 Plot:  

o Hamlet advises the players. 

o Claudius reacts guiltily to the play. 

 Significance:  

o Hamlet confirms Claudius’s guilt. 

o Reinforces the theme of guilt and conscience. 

 

Scene 3: Claudius’s Prayer 

 Plot:  

o Claudius tries to pray for forgiveness. 

o Hamlet hesitates to kill him during prayer. 

 Significance:  

o Hamlet’s indecision continues. 

o Shows Claudius’s inner conflict. 

 

Scene 4: Polonius Killed; Hamlet Confronts Gertrude 

 Plot:  

o Hamlet confronts Gertrude. 

o Polonius hides behind the arras; Hamlet kills him, thinking he is Claudius. 

 Significance:  

o Escalates conflict. 

o Hamlet’s violence contrasts his previous inaction. 

 

ACT IV – Scene-wise Analysis 

 

Scene 1-4: Hamlet Sent to England 

 Plot:  

o Claudius orders Hamlet to England with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. 

 Significance:  

o Claudius’s fear of Hamlet intensifies. 
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Scene 5: Ophelia’s Madness 

 Plot:  

o Ophelia goes mad after her father’s death. 

 Significance:  

o Tragic consequence of Polonius’s death and Hamlet’s actions. 

 

Scene 6: Hamlet’s Return 

 Plot:  

o Hamlet returns to Denmark after escaping Claudius’s plot. 

 Significance:  

o Sets up the final confrontation. 

 

Scene 7: Laertes and Claudius Plot Revenge 

 Plot:  

o Laertes conspires with Claudius to kill Hamlet using a poisoned sword and 

poisoned wine. 

 Significance:  

o Laertes becomes Claudius’s pawn. 

 

ACT V – Scene-wise Analysis 

 

Scene 1: Graveyard Scene 

 Plot:  

o Hamlet reflects on death and mortality (“Alas, poor Yorick”). 

o Ophelia’s funeral. 

 Significance:  

o Explores the theme of death as the great equalizer. 

 

Scene 2: The Duel and Deaths 

 Plot:  

o Hamlet duels Laertes. 

o Gertrude drinks poisoned wine. 
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o Laertes wounds Hamlet; Hamlet wounds Laertes. 

o Hamlet kills Claudius. 

o Hamlet dies. 

 Significance:  

o Tragic resolution. 

o Fortinbras restores order. 

 

✅ Themes Illustrated through the Acts: 

 Revenge (Hamlet, Laertes, Fortinbras) 

 Corruption and Decay (Moral rot in Denmark) 

 Madness (Feigned and real, Hamlet and Ophelia) 

 Mortality and the Meaning of Life (Graveyard scene, “To be or not to be”) 

 Appearance vs. Reality (Claudius’s deceit, Hamlet’s madness) 

 

✅ Important Quotations (Act-wise): 

 

Act I: 

 “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.” – Marcellus 

 “Revenge his foul and most unnatural murder.” – Ghost 

 

Act II: 

 “Brevity is the soul of wit.” – Polonius 

 “The play’s the thing wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king.” – Hamlet 

 

Act III: 

 “To be, or not to be: that is the question.” – Hamlet 

 “Give me that man that is not passion’s slave.” – Hamlet 

 “O, my offense is rank. It smells to heaven.” – Claudius 

 

Act IV: 

 “When sorrows come, they come not single spies but in battalions.” – Claudius 

 “Alas, poor Ophelia!” – Laertes 
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Act V: 

 “Alas, poor Yorick! I knew him, Horatio.” – Hamlet 

 “Good night, sweet prince, and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.” – Horatio 

 

✅ Main Characters and Analysis: 

 

1. Hamlet: 

 Prince of Denmark, intellectual and philosophical. 

 Torn between action and inaction, struggles with moral questions. 

 Famous for his soliloquies. 

 

2. Claudius: 

 Hamlet’s uncle, murderer of King Hamlet. 

 Cunning, ambitious, politically skilled. 

 

3. Gertrude: 

 Hamlet’s mother, Queen of Denmark. 

 Marries Claudius soon after King Hamlet’s death. 

 Complex figure—loyal yet morally weak. 

 

4. Ophelia: 

 Daughter of Polonius, Hamlet’s love interest. 

 Becomes insane and dies tragically. 

 

5. Polonius: 

 Lord Chamberlain of Claudius’s court. 

 Long-winded and meddling. Killed by Hamlet. 

 

6. Laertes: 

 Polonius’s son. Seeks revenge for his father’s and sister’s deaths. 
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7. The Ghost: 

 Spirit of King Hamlet. Demands revenge on Claudius. 

 

✅ Major Themes: 

 

1. Revenge and Justice: 

 Hamlet’s struggle to avenge his father’s murder. 

 

2. Appearance vs. Reality: 

 Deception is widespread. Hamlet’s madness is fake; Claudius hides guilt. 

 

3. Madness (Real and Feigned): 

 Hamlet’s “antic disposition” and Ophelia’s real madness. 

 

4. Corruption and Decay: 

 "Something is rotten in the state of Denmark." 

 

5. Mortality and Death: 

 Hamlet’s obsession with death (“To be or not to be”). 

 Graveyard scene shows human mortality. 

 

📝 2-Mark Questions (Answer in 50 words): 

 

1. Who kills King Hamlet? 

Answer: 
King Hamlet is murdered by his brother, Claudius, who pours poison into his ear while he is 

sleeping. 

 

2. What is Hamlet’s relationship with Ophelia? 

Answer: 
Ophelia is Hamlet’s love interest. However, their relationship becomes strained due to Hamlet’s 

quest for revenge and Ophelia’s loyalty to her father, Polonius. 
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3. What is the play within the play in Hamlet? 

Answer: 
The Murder of Gonzago, also called The Mousetrap, is staged by Hamlet to confirm Claudius’s 

guilt. 

 

4. How does Ophelia die? 

Answer: 
Ophelia drowns in a stream. It is unclear whether it was an accident or suicide. 

 

5. What is Hamlet’s tragic flaw? 

Answer: 
Hamlet’s indecision and overthinking delay his revenge and ultimately lead to his downfall. 

 

 

📝 3-Mark Questions (Answer in 75 words): 

 

1. Explain the theme of Revenge in Hamlet. 

Answer: 
Revenge drives the plot of Hamlet. The Ghost urges Hamlet to avenge his murder. Hamlet delays 

action due to moral and philosophical conflicts. Laertes also seeks revenge for Polonius’s death. 

The pursuit of revenge leads to destruction and death for almost all major characters, showing 

the destructive nature of vengeance. 

 

2. What is the role of the Ghost in Hamlet? 

Answer: 
The Ghost reveals Claudius’s crime and sets the plot in motion. It represents the call for 

revenge, moral uncertainty, and the supernatural. The Ghost’s appearance raises questions 

about truth, justice, and the afterlife. 

 

3. Describe Hamlet’s “To be or not to be” soliloquy. 

Answer: 
In this soliloquy, Hamlet reflects on life and death, questioning whether to end his suffering 

through suicide. He debates the fear of the unknown after death, which makes people endure 

life’s struggles. 
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📝 6-Mark Questions (150 words with Side Headings): 

 

1. Discuss Hamlet’s Character in the play. 

1. Introduction: 

Hamlet is the Prince of Denmark, intellectual, and reflective. 

2. Moral and Philosophical Nature: 

He is deeply philosophical, thinking about life, death, and human weakness. 

3. Conflict Between Action and Inaction: 

Hamlet struggles with revenge, delaying it due to doubts and overthinking. 

4. Feigned Madness: 

He pretends to be mad to hide his plans but loses control of events. 

5. Tragic Flaw (Hamartia): 

His indecision leads to the deaths of Ophelia, Polonius, and himself. 

6. Conclusion: 

Hamlet is a complex tragic hero, caught between duty and morality. 

 

2. Examine Hamlet as a Tragic Hero. 

(Approx. 150-180 words) 

Introduction: 

Hamlet, the Prince of Denmark, is the quintessential tragic hero as defined by Aristotle. 

Hamartia (Tragic Flaw): 

His indecisiveness and overthinking delay his revenge and lead to tragic consequences. 

Struggle with Moral Conflicts: 

Hamlet is torn between duty and conscience, particularly in deciding whether to avenge his 

father’s murder. 

Inner Conflict and Soliloquies: 

His famous soliloquies, especially “To be or not to be”, reveal his existential doubts. 

Catharsis: 

Hamlet’s downfall evokes pity and fear, achieving catharsis for the audience. 

Conclusion: 

Hamlet’s tragic end results from his own flaw, making him a tragic hero who reflects the human 

struggle with truth and justice. 
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3. Explain the Role of Women in Hamlet: Gertrude and Ophelia. 

1. Introduction: 

Women are secondary but significant in Hamlet. 

2. Gertrude: 

 Queen of Denmark, Hamlet’s mother. 

 Marries Claudius soon after her husband’s death. 

 Seen as morally weak, but also loving toward Hamlet. 

3. Ophelia: 

 Daughter of Polonius, Hamlet’s love. 

 Obedient and submissive; caught between Hamlet and her father. 

 Her madness and death reflect the oppression of women. 

4. Conclusion: 

Both women represent loyalty, betrayal, and the vulnerability of women in a male-dominated 

society. 

 

4. Analyze the Role of the Supernatural in Hamlet. 

(Approx. 150 words) 

Introduction: 

The Ghost of King Hamlet is the key supernatural element. 

Revelation of the Murder: 

The Ghost exposes Claudius’s crime, setting the plot in motion. 

Moral Uncertainty: 

Hamlet questions whether the Ghost is from heaven or hell, leading to his hesitation. 

Symbol of Revenge and Fate: 

The Ghost represents revenge, justice, and the restless dead seeking closure. 

Conclusion: 

The supernatural provides motivation for Hamlet’s actions, enhances suspense, and deepens the 

play’s themes of doubt and faith. 

 

5. Discuss the Theme of Appearance vs. Reality in Hamlet. 

(Approx. 150 words) 

Introduction: 

Hamlet is a play rich with deception and disguise. 
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Hamlet’s Feigned Madness: 

Hamlet pretends to be mad to hide his plans. 

Claudius’s Hypocrisy: 

Claudius appears kind and just, but he is a murderer. 

Polonius and Spying: 

Polonius spies on his son and Hamlet, creating layers of deception. 

The Play within the Play: 

The Mousetrap exposes the difference between appearance and truth. 

Conclusion: 

Shakespeare shows how appearances often hide reality, and only through uncovering the truth 

can justice be served. 

 

Important Quotations – Act-wise with Context and Explanation 

 

ACT I: 

 

1. “Frailty, thy name is woman!” 

 Speaker: Hamlet 

 To: Himself (Soliloquy) 

 Context: Hamlet condemns his mother Gertrude’s quick remarriage to Claudius. 

 Explanation: He expresses his disappointment in women’s weakness and inconstancy. 

 

2. “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.” 

 Speaker: Marcellus 

 To: Horatio 

 Context: After the ghost’s appearance. 

 Explanation: Suggests corruption and moral decay in Denmark. 

 

3. “Revenge his foul and most unnatural murder.” 

 Speaker: Ghost 

 To: Hamlet 

 Context: Ghost demands Hamlet to avenge his death. 

 Explanation: Sets the central conflict in motion. 
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ACT II: 

 

1. “Brevity is the soul of wit.” 

 Speaker: Polonius 

 To: Gertrude and Claudius 

 Context: Discussing Hamlet’s madness. 

 Explanation: Ironically spoken by verbose Polonius; means being brief is wise. 

 

2. “The play’s the thing wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king.” 

 Speaker: Hamlet 

 To: Himself (Soliloquy) 

 Context: After hearing about the players' arrival. 

 Explanation: Hamlet plans to confirm Claudius’s guilt through a play. 

 

ACT III: 

 

1. “To be, or not to be: that is the question.” 

 Speaker: Hamlet 

 To: Himself (Soliloquy) 

 Context: Reflecting on life and suicide. 

 Explanation: Hamlet debates whether to endure suffering or end his life. 

 

2. “The lady doth protest too much, methinks.” 

 Speaker: Gertrude 

 To: Hamlet 

 Context: Watching the play. 

 Explanation: Gertrude comments that the Player Queen’s excessive vows seem insincere. 

 

3. “Give me some light! Away!” 

 Speaker: Claudius 

 To: Everyone at the play 

 Context: After watching The Mousetrap. 
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 Explanation: He feels exposed and guilty and abruptly leaves. 

 

ACT IV: 

 

1. “When sorrows come, they come not single spies, but in battalions.” 

 Speaker: Claudius 

 To: Gertrude 

 Context: After learning about Polonius’s death and Ophelia’s madness. 

 Explanation: Bad events tend to follow one after another. 

2. “Alas, poor Yorick! I knew him, Horatio.” 

 Speaker: Hamlet 

 To: Horatio 

 Context: In the graveyard, holding Yorick’s skull. 

 Explanation: Reflects on death, mortality, and the inevitability of decay. 

 

ACT V: 

 

1. “Good night, sweet prince, and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest!” 

 Speaker: Horatio 

 To: Hamlet (dead body) 

 Context: Hamlet’s death. 

 Explanation: Farewell to Hamlet, wishing him peace in death. 

2. “Now cracks a noble heart.” 

 Speaker: Horatio 

 To: Himself (on Hamlet’s death) 

 Context: Hamlet has just died. 

 Explanation: Expresses sorrow over the death of an honorable man. 

3. “The rest is silence.” 

 Speaker: Hamlet 

 To: Horatio (final words) 

 Context: Hamlet’s dying words. 

 Explanation: Acceptance of death; silence of the afterlife. 
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📝 Objective Type Questions (Multiple Choice): 

 

1. Who is the Prince of Norway in Hamlet? 

a) Fortinbras ✅ 

b) Rosencrantz 

c) Laertes 

d) Polonius 

2. What is the name of Hamlet’s best friend? 

a) Laertes 

b) Horatio ✅ 

c) Fortinbras 

d) Guildenstern 

3. How is Claudius related to Hamlet before he becomes king? 

a) Cousin 

b) Uncle ✅ 

c) Father 

d) Brother 

4. Who says, "Frailty, thy name is woman"? 

a) Hamlet ✅ 

b) Claudius 

c) Polonius 

d) Horatio 

5. What does Hamlet call the play he stages to catch Claudius? 

a) The Mousetrap ✅ 

b) The Murder of Gonzago 

c) The Revenge Play 

d) The King’s Fall 

6. What is Ophelia doing when she drowns? 

a) Sleeping 

b) Hanging garlands of flowers ✅ 

c) Bathing 

d) Running from Laertes 

7. How does Claudius kill King Hamlet? 

a) Dagger 

b) Poison in ear ✅ 

c) Sword fight 

d) Poisoned wine 
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8. Who says, “Neither a borrower nor a lender be”? 

a) Hamlet 

b) Polonius ✅ 

c) Laertes 

d) Horatio 

9. Who carries out Claudius’s orders to spy on Hamlet? 

a) Horatio 

b) Rosencrantz and Guildenstern ✅ 

c) Laertes 

d) Ophelia 

10. Where is Hamlet sent by Claudius? 

a) England ✅ 

b) France 

c) Norway 

d) Italy 

11. Who said: “Give me some light! Away!” 

a) Claudius ✅ 

b) Hamlet 

c) Laertes 

d) Polonius 

12. What weapon is used to wound Hamlet fatally? 

a) Poisoned sword ✅ 

b) Dagger 

c) Arrow 

d) Spear 

13. What does Hamlet ask Horatio to do at the end? 

a) Die with him 

b) Live and tell his story ✅ 

c) Kill Fortinbras 

d) Marry Ophelia 

14. Who first sees the ghost? 

a) Hamlet 

b) Horatio ✅ 

c) Marcellus 

d) Bernardo 
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15. Who says, “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark”? 

a) Hamlet 

b) Marcellus ✅ 

c) Horatio 

d) Claudius 

16. Which country’s army does Fortinbras command? 

a) Denmark 

b) France 

c) Norway ✅ 

d) Sweden 

17. Who dies drinking poisoned wine? 

a) Hamlet 

b) Gertrude ✅ 

c) Claudius 

d) Laertes 

18. How does Polonius die? 

a) Hamlet stabs him behind a curtain ✅ 

b) Claudius poisons him 

c) Laertes kills him 

d) He falls from a tower 

19. Who says, “O, what a rogue and peasant slave am I”? 

a) Laertes 

b) Hamlet ✅ 

c) Claudius 

d) Horatio 

20. What does the Ghost ask Hamlet to do regarding Gertrude? 

a) Punish her 

b) Leave her to heaven ✅ 

c) Kill her 

d) Forgive her 

21. Where is the Ghost seen first? 

a) In Gertrude’s chamber 

b) On the battlements ✅ 

c) In the graveyard 

d) In Claudius’s chamber 
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22. Who warns Ophelia about Hamlet’s love? 

a) Claudius 

b) Laertes ✅ 

c) Horatio 

d) Rosencrantz 

23. Who calls death "The undiscovered country"? 

a) Hamlet ✅ 

b) Claudius 

c) Horatio 

d) Polonius 

24. Who becomes King of Denmark after Hamlet’s death? 

a) Laertes 

b) Fortinbras ✅ 

c) Horatio 

d) Claudius 

25. Who says “The lady doth protest too much, methinks”? 

a) Hamlet 

b) Gertrude ✅ 

c) Ophelia 

d) Claudius 
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UNIT V – Literary Criticism 

Aristotle’s Poetics: Elements of Tragedy 

 

✅ Brief Introduction (150-200 words): 

Aristotle’s Poetics is one of the earliest works of literary criticism in the world, written in the 

4th century BCE. It mainly discusses tragedy as a form of drama and poetry. Aristotle defines 

tragedy as an imitation of an action (mimesis) that is serious, complete, and has a certain 

magnitude. It arouses pity and fear, leading to catharsis (emotional purification or cleansing). 

According to Aristotle, a tragic hero is a noble person who suffers a downfall due to a tragic 

flaw (Hamartia) and fate. His downfall should evoke pity and fear in the audience. 

Aristotle identified six essential elements of tragedy: 

1. Plot (Mythos) 

2. Character (Ethos) 

3. Thought (Dianoia) 

4. Diction (Lexis) 

5. Melody (Melos) 

6. Spectacle (Opsis) 

These elements make a tragedy powerful, engaging, and morally instructive. 

 

✅ Six Elements of Tragedy (Detailed Explanation): 

 

1. Plot (Mythos): 

 The soul of tragedy. 

 Must have Unity, Completeness, and a beginning, middle, and end. 

 Should involve Peripeteia (Reversal of Fortune), Anagnorisis (Recognition), and 

Catastrophe. 

 Example: In Oedipus Rex, the plot revolves around Oedipus’s search for truth and his 

tragic realization. 

 

2. Character (Ethos): 

 The tragic hero must be good, appropriate, consistent, and true to life. 

 Hamartia (tragic flaw) leads to the hero’s downfall. 

 Example: Hamlet’s indecision and Oedipus’s pride. 
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3. Thought (Dianoia): 

 Refers to the theme, message, or moral expressed through dialogue. 

 It reflects reasoning and ideas behind actions. 

 Example: Fate vs. Free Will in Oedipus Rex. 

 

4. Diction (Lexis): 

 The choice of language and style of expression. 

 Should be clear, appropriate, and poetic. 

 Example: Shakespeare’s blank verse and metaphors. 

 

5. Melody (Melos): 

 The musical element. 

 Ancient Greek tragedies used choruses and songs to enhance emotions. 

 

6. Spectacle (Opsis): 

 Refers to visual elements: stage design, costumes, and effects. 

 It appeals to the eyes but is considered the least important by Aristotle. 

 

 

✅ Aristotle’s Definition of Tragedy: 

"Tragedy is an imitation of an action that is serious, complete, and of a certain magnitude; 

in language embellished with each kind of artistic ornament, in the form of action, not 

narrative; through pity and fear effecting the proper purgation of these emotions 

(Catharsis)." 

 

📝 2-Mark Questions (Answer in 50 words): 

 

1. What is Aristotle’s definition of Tragedy? 

Answer: 
Tragedy is an imitation of an action, serious and complete, which arouses pity and fear to 

produce catharsis (emotional cleansing). 
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2. What is Catharsis? 

Answer: 
Catharsis is the emotional purification or cleansing experienced by the audience after feeling 

pity and fear for the tragic hero. 

 

3. What is Hamartia according to Aristotle? 

Answer: 
Hamartia is the tragic flaw or error in judgment in the hero’s character, leading to his downfall. 

 

4. Name the three parts of a Plot as per Aristotle. 

Answer: 
The three parts are: 

1. Beginning 

2. Middle 

3. End 

 

5. Which element is considered the soul of tragedy by Aristotle? 

Answer: 
Plot (Mythos) is the soul of tragedy, more important than character or spectacle. 

 

📝 3-Mark Questions (Answer in 75 words): 

 

1. Explain Peripeteia and Anagnorisis in a tragic plot. 

Answer: 
Peripeteia is the reversal of fortune where the hero’s situation changes from good to bad. 

Anagnorisis is the recognition or discovery of a truth previously unknown. 

Example: In Oedipus Rex, Oedipus experiences Anagnorisis when he learns he has killed his 

father and married his mother, followed by Peripeteia, his downfall. 

 

2. Discuss the role of the Chorus in Greek tragedy. 

Answer: 
The Chorus provides commentary, moral insight, and emotional atmosphere. It represents the 

voice of society and often interacts with the main characters, helping the audience understand the 

themes and messages. 
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3. What are the characteristics of a Tragic Hero? 

Answer: 

 Noble birth and high status 

 Possesses a tragic flaw (Hamartia) 

 Experiences Peripeteia and Anagnorisis 

 His downfall evokes pity and fear 

 Example: Hamlet’s indecision and Oedipus’s hubris. 

 

📝 6-Mark Questions (150 words with Side Headings): 

 

1. Discuss Aristotle’s concept of Tragedy with reference to its essential elements. 

1. Introduction: 

Aristotle’s Poetics defines tragedy as serious drama aimed at producing catharsis through pity 

and fear. 

2. Plot (Mythos): 

The central element with unity, completeness, and magnitude. 

Includes Peripeteia (reversal), Anagnorisis (recognition), and Catharsis. 

3. Character (Ethos): 

The hero should be noble and suffer due to Hamartia. 

4. Thought (Dianoia): 

The themes and ideas presented. 

5. Diction (Lexis): 

Language should be poetic and appropriate. 

6. Melody and Spectacle: 

Support emotional engagement but are secondary. 

7. Conclusion: 

These elements make tragedy a powerful artistic expression, teaching moral lessons. 

 

2. Explain Catharsis and its significance in Tragedy. 

1. Introduction: 

Catharsis is the emotional cleansing experienced by the audience. 

2. How it Works: 

By witnessing the hero’s suffering, audiences feel pity and fear, leading to emotional release. 
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3. Purpose of Catharsis: 

Promotes moral and emotional balance. 

Example: In Oedipus Rex, the audience feels pity for Oedipus and fear of fate. 

4. Conclusion: 

Catharsis makes tragedy morally instructive and emotionally fulfilling. 
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📝 Objective Type Questions (Multiple Choice): 

 

1. Aristotle wrote Poetics in— 

a) 384 BCE 

b) 335 BCE ✅ 

c) 400 BCE 

d) 300 BCE 

 

2. How many elements of tragedy did Aristotle identify? 

a) Four 

b) Six ✅ 

c) Five 

d) Seven 

 

3. The soul of tragedy is— 

a) Character 

b) Plot ✅ 

c) Spectacle 

d) Thought 

 

4. Catharsis is a process of— 

a) Emotional cleansing ✅ 

b) Intellectual reasoning 

c) Physical purification 

d) Religious devotion 

 

5. Hamartia means— 

a) Moral strength 

b) Tragic flaw ✅ 

c) Sudden joy 

d) Death of hero 

 

6. Which of the following is NOT an element of tragedy? 

a) Plot 

b) Thought 

c) Melody 

d) Rhythm ✅ 
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7. Peripeteia refers to— 

a) Recognition 

b) Reversal of fortune ✅ 

c) Diction 

d) Chorus 

 

8. Spectacle appeals to— 

a) Eyes ✅ 

b) Ears 

c) Mind 

d) Heart 

 

9. The best example of a tragic hero according to Aristotle is— 

a) Oedipus ✅ 

b) Hamlet 

c) Macbeth 

d) Lear 

 

10. Which element is considered least important by Aristotle? 

a) Plot 

b) Character 

c) Spectacle ✅ 

d) Thought 
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Glossary of Literary Terms for Elizabethan Literature and Literary Criticism 

(Useful for Degree Special English Honours Students) 

 

✅ A - E 

 

Allegory 

A narrative in which characters, settings, and events represent abstract ideas or moral 

qualities. 

Example: The Faerie Queene by Edmund Spenser. 

 

Anagnorisis 

A moment of critical discovery or recognition, especially in tragedy. 

Example: Oedipus recognizing his true identity. 

 

Antithesis 

A figure of speech involving opposing ideas placed together for contrast. 

Example: “To be or not to be” – Hamlet. 

 

Apostrophe 

A direct address to an absent person, abstract idea, or thing. 

Example: “O Death, where is thy sting?” 

 

Aristotle’s Poetics 

The earliest surviving work of literary criticism, outlining the principles of tragedy, six 

elements, and catharsis. 

 

Aside 

A short speech by a character intended for the audience, unheard by other characters on stage. 

 

Ballad 

A narrative poem, often with simple language and repetitive structure, originally meant for 

singing. 

 

Catharsis 

The emotional release experienced by the audience after feeling pity and fear in a tragedy. 
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Chorus 

A group in Greek drama that provides commentary, narration, or moral insight to the audience. 

 

Comedy 

A dramatic genre with a light and humorous tone, often ending in marriage or reconciliation. 

Example: Twelfth Night by Shakespeare. 

 

Chronicle Play 

A historical drama that presents chronological events, often celebrating national heroes. 

Example: Henry IV by Shakespeare. 

 

Couplet 

Two successive lines of poetry that rhyme and have the same meter. 

Example: Shakespeare’s sonnet endings. 

 

 

✅ F - M 

 

Foil 

A character who contrasts with another, often the protagonist, highlighting the latter’s traits. 

Example: Laertes is a foil to Hamlet. 

 

Hamartia 

The tragic flaw or error in judgment that leads to a hero’s downfall. 

 

Hyperbole 

An exaggerated statement used for emphasis. 

Example: “I’ll love you till the seas run dry.” 

 

Imagery 

Descriptive language that appeals to the senses and creates mental images. 
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Irony 

A contrast between appearance and reality, or between expectation and outcome. 

 

Masque 

An elaborate court entertainment combining music, dance, and poetry, popular in Elizabethan 

England. 

Example: Ben Jonson’s The Masque of Blackness. 

 

Melodrama 

A dramatic work with exaggerated characters and sensational events designed to appeal to 

emotions. 

 

Metaphor 

A direct comparison between two unrelated things, stating one is the other. 

Example: “All the world’s a stage.” 

 

Monologue 

A long speech by one character, often revealing thoughts and feelings. 

 

Morality Play 

A medieval drama teaching moral lessons, often featuring personified virtues and vices. 

Example: Everyman. 

 

 

✅ N - S 

 

Narrative Poem 

A poem that tells a story with characters, plot, and setting. 

 

Ode 

A formal, lyrical poem celebrating a person, place, or thing. 

Example: “Ode to a Nightingale.” 
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Onomatopoeia 

A word that imitates a sound. 

Example: Buzz, hiss, bang. 

 

Paradox 

A statement that appears contradictory but contains truth. 

Example: “I must be cruel to be kind.” – Hamlet. 

 

Pastoral 

Literature that idealizes rural life and nature, often involving shepherds. 

Example: Christopher Marlowe’s The Passionate Shepherd to His Love. 

 

Peripeteia 

A reversal of fortune or turning point in a tragedy. 

 

Personification 

Giving human qualities to non-human things or ideas. 

Example: “The sun smiled at us.” 

 

Plot (Mythos) 

The sequence of events in a story, often including exposition, rising action, climax, and 

resolution. 

 

Prologue 

An introductory section of a literary work, often setting the tone or giving background. 

 

Pun 

A play on words, often for humorous or rhetorical effect. 

Example: Hamlet calls Claudius “kin” and “kind” (unkind). 
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✅ S - Z 

 

Satire 

Literature that ridicules human vice or folly to promote change or awareness. 

 

Simile 

A comparison using “like” or “as.” 

Example: “Her smile is like sunshine.” 

 

Soliloquy 

A speech delivered by a character alone on stage, revealing inner thoughts. 

Example: Hamlet’s “To be or not to be”. 

 

Sonnet 

A 14-line poem, usually in iambic pentameter, following a specific rhyme scheme. 

Example: Shakespeare’s Sonnet 116. 

 

Spectacle (Opsis) 

The visual elements in drama: costumes, props, scenery, and stage effects. 

 

Stanza 

A group of lines in a poem forming a metrical unit, like a paragraph in prose. 

 

Symbolism 

Use of symbols to signify ideas and qualities, giving deeper meaning. 

Example: Yorick’s skull in Hamlet symbolizes death and mortality. 

 

Tragedy 

A drama where the protagonist, usually of noble birth, suffers a downfall due to fate, flaw, or 

moral weakness. 

 

Tragic Hero 

A central character in a tragedy who has noble traits but is undone by a tragic flaw 

(Hamartia). 
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Tragi-Comedy 

A drama that blends serious (tragic) and humorous (comic) elements. 

Example: Shakespeare’s The Tempest. 

 

 

✅ Special Terms from Aristotle’s Poetics 

 

Mimesis 

Imitation of real or imagined life in literature and drama. 

 

Catharsis 

Emotional cleansing through the experience of pity and fear. 

 

Unity of Action 

A play should focus on one main plot with no or few subplots. 

 

Unity of Time 

The action should take place within 24 hours. 

 

Unity of Place 

The action should occur in a single physical location. 
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PAPER CODE –220302 

GOVERNMENT COLLEGE (A) RAJAHMUNDRY 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

I B.A. SPECIAL ENGLISH HONOURS – MAJOR - 4 

SEMESTER – 2 (With effect from 2023 -2024) 

AN INTRODUCTION TO ELIZABETHAN LITERATURE (1558-1603) 

SECTION – A 

 

V. Answer any 5 questions in 50 words each choosing at least 1 from each 

section.5X2=10 

       (2 questions to be given from each unit on Knowledge and Understanding levels) 

 

16. a. Trace the factors that led to the spurt of literary activity in Elizabethan Age. 

Or 

  b. Mention the major themes of the Elizabethan age. 

 

17. a. Define ‘Tragicomedy’. 

Or 

  b. Compare the simile with the metaphor. 

 

18. a. Name the inspiration for Shakespeare’s sonnets. 

Or 

  b. What are the seven ages mentioned in All the World’s a Stage? 

 

19. a. What is a revenge tragedy? 

Or 

  b. Relate the essence of Polonius’s advice to his son. 

 

20. a. How does Aristotle define Tragedy? 

Or 

 b. Distinguish between History and Epic according to Aristotle. 

 

SECTION – B 

VI. Answer any 5 questions in 75 words each choosing 1 from each section.    

5X3=15 

(2questions to be given from each unit to test Application and Analysis levels) 

 

21. a.Survey the literary contribution of the Elizabethan writers. 

Or 

 b. Identify the essential features of the Elizabethan theatre.  

 

22. a. Examine the Three Unities observed in the classical drama. 
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Or 

 b. Develop a brief note on the Chronicle Plays. 

 

23. a. Show the structure and rhyme scheme of Shakespeare’s sonnets. 

Or 

       b. Infer the philosophic view of life expressed in All the World‘s a Stage 

 

 

24. a. Analyze the plot and structure of Shakespeare’s Hamlet 

Or 

                          b. Develop the character of Ophelia. 

  

25. a. Examine how Aristotle refutes the charges of Plato. 

Or 

b. Distinguish between Hamartia, Hubris and Peripateia. 

 

SECTION – C 

 

VII. Answer any 3 of the following questions in 150 words each.   3X6=18 

(7 question to be given from all units to test the Evaluation and Creativity levels) 

 

26.  a. Attempt an estimate of the characteristics of the Elizabethan Age. 

Or 

                           b. Discuss the typical characteristic features of the Elizabethan tragedy. 

 

27.  a. Summarize Shakespeare’s sonnet Let me not to the marriage of true minds….. 

Or 

                           b. Analyze Hamlet’s psychological predicament. 

 

28.  a. Madness is the key theme in Hamlet – Justify.  

Or 

           b. Attempt an estimate of Aristotle’s views on Plot and Characters.  

 

 

SECTION – D 

VIII.   Objective Type questions         6X ½  =3 

29. Answer the following 

vii. This is closely associated with William Shakespeare                (          )  

e. Swan Theatre 

f. Fortune Theatre 

g. Rose Theatre 

h. Globe Theatre 
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viii. This is the period of the Elizabethan Age       (          ) 

e. 1664-1695 

f. 1552-1682 

g. 1558-1603 

h. 1603-1689 

 

ix. An Allegory offers          (          ) 

e. Two meanings 

f. Two rhyme schemes 

g. Two stanzas 

h. Two couplets 

 

x. All the World’s a Stage is taken from        (          ) 

e. Hamlet 

f. Julius Caesar 

g. Macbeth 

h. As you Like it. 

 

xi. The number of sonnets composed by Shakespeare      (          ) 

e. 156 

f. 154 

g. 155 

h. 152 

xii. This is a part of the sonnet         (          )   

e) Strophe 

f) Epode 

g) Antistrophe 

h) Sestet 

 

 

 

30. Match the following             4X1=4 

Fill in the brackets with the correct option. 

                           A                                 B 

iv. Aristotle  (          ) a. Stratford – Upon-Avon 

v. Shakespeare  (          ) b. Allegorical performance 

vi. Masque  (          ) c. Attribute human qualities 

Personification (          ) d. Greek Philosopher 
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Model Paper Key 

AN INTRODUCTION TO ELIZABETHAN LITERATURE (1558-1603) 

 

✅ SECTION – A 

(5 x 2 = 10 Marks) 

(Answer any 5 questions in 50 words each, choosing at least 1 from each section.) 

 

1. a. Trace the factors that led to the spurt of literary activity in the Elizabethan Age. 

✅ Answer: 

The Renaissance, Humanism, printing press, stability under Queen Elizabeth I, patronage 

for writers, and national pride led to a literary explosion. A renewed interest in classical 

learning and English nationalism inspired poets, playwrights, and scholars. 

 

Or 

1. b. Mention the major themes of the Elizabethan Age. 

✅ Answer: 

Themes include love, patriotism, humanism, religion, fate vs. free will, revenge, and the 

conflict between appearance and reality. Power struggles and supernatural elements also 

appear in Elizabethan plays. 

 

2. a. Define ‘Tragicomedy’. 

✅ Answer: 

A tragicomedy combines elements of both tragedy and comedy. It may include serious events 

with a happy ending or comic relief within a tragic story. 

Example: Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice. 

 

Or 

2. b. Compare the Simile with the Metaphor. 

✅ Answer: 

A simile compares two things using ‘like’ or ‘as’ (e.g., "Brave as a lion"). A metaphor directly 

compares by stating one thing is another (e.g., "He is a lion in battle"). 

 

3. a. Name the inspiration for Shakespeare’s sonnets. 

✅ Answer: 

Shakespeare’s sonnets were inspired by the Fair Youth (an unknown nobleman), the Dark Lady, 

and the Rival Poet. The poems explore love, beauty, time, and immortality through poetry. 
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Or 

3. b. What are the seven ages mentioned in All the World’s a Stage? 

✅ Answer: 

The Seven Ages: 

1. Infant 

2. Schoolboy 

3. Lover 

4. Soldier 

5. Justice 

6. Pantaloon (Old Age) 

7. Second Childishness (Senility/Death) 

 

4. a. What is a revenge tragedy? 

✅ Answer: 

A revenge tragedy is a play where the protagonist seeks revenge for an injustice, often leading 

to death and destruction. 

Example: Shakespeare’s Hamlet and Thomas Kyd’s The Spanish Tragedy. 

 

Or 

4. b. Relate the essence of Polonius’s advice to his son. 

✅ Answer: 

Polonius advises Laertes to be true to himself, avoid quarrels, listen more than speak, and 

spend wisely. The essence is moderation, prudence, and integrity. 

 

5. a. How does Aristotle define Tragedy? 

✅ Answer: 

Tragedy is the imitation of an action that is serious and complete, arousing pity and fear to 

bring about the catharsis of these emotions. 

 

Or 

5. b. Distinguish between History and Epic according to Aristotle. 

✅ Answer: 

History narrates actual events chronologically, focusing on what happened. An Epic deals with 
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universal truths, idealized heroes, and imaginative events, focusing on what might happen 

according to probability. 

 

 

✅ SECTION – B 

(5 x 3 = 15 Marks) 

(Answer any 5 questions in 75 words each, choosing 1 from each section.) 

 

6. a. Survey the literary contribution of the Elizabethan writers. 

✅ Answer: 

Elizabethan writers enriched English drama and poetry. 

 Shakespeare: Master of tragedy, comedy, and history plays. 

 Christopher Marlowe: Introduced blank verse and tragic heroes (e.g., Doctor Faustus). 

 Edmund Spenser: Known for The Faerie Queene. 

 Ben Jonson: Developed masques and satirical comedies. 

 

Or 

6. b. Identify the essential features of the Elizabethan theatre. 

✅ Answer: 

 Open-air amphitheatres, like The Globe. 

 No scenery, minimal props. 

 Male actors only. 

 Groundlings (standing spectators) and galleries for wealthy audiences. 

 Emphasis on language, costumes, and imagination. 

 

7. a. Examine the Three Unities observed in classical drama. 

✅ Answer: 

 Unity of Action: One plot, no subplots. 

 Unity of Time: Events occur within 24 hours. 

 Unity of Place: Single setting/location. 

These were Aristotelian rules, followed by Greek tragedies and neoclassical 

playwrights. 
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Or 

7. b. Develop a brief note on the Chronicle Plays. 

✅ Answer: 

Chronicle Plays dramatize historical events from England’s past, emphasizing patriotism. 

 Popular during the Elizabethan age. 

 Henry IV and Richard III by Shakespeare are examples. 

 They combine history, fiction, and drama. 

 

8. a. Show the structure and rhyme scheme of Shakespeare’s sonnets. 

✅ Answer: 

 Structure: 14 lines, written in iambic pentameter. 

 Rhyme scheme: ABAB CDCD EFEF GG. 

 Three quatrains followed by a rhyming couplet. 

 The couplet often concludes or twists the theme. 

 

Or 

8. b. Infer the philosophic view of life expressed in All the World’s a Stage. 

✅ Answer: 

Life is compared to a stage; humans are actors playing seven roles, from birth to death. 

Shakespeare highlights life’s transience, futility, and inevitable decay, ending in second 

childishness and oblivion. 

 

9. a. Analyze the plot and structure of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 

✅ Answer: 

 Five acts: Exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, catastrophe. 

 Revenge plot: Hamlet avenges his father’s murder. 

 Themes: Madness, revenge, mortality, corruption. 

 Ends with the tragic deaths of all major characters. 

 

Or 

9. b. Develop the character of Ophelia. 

✅ Answer: 

 Daughter of Polonius, sister of Laertes. 
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 Symbol of innocence and obedience. 

 Torn between loyalty to father and love for Hamlet. 

 Becomes mad after Polonius’s death and drowns, a tragic victim. 

 

10. a. Examine how Aristotle refutes the charges of Plato. 

✅ Answer: 

 Plato criticized poetry for promoting falsehood and immorality. 

 Aristotle defended poetry as imitation (mimesis) with moral value, providing catharsis. 

 Poetry educates, pleases, and purifies emotions. 

 

Or 

10. b. Distinguish between Hamartia, Hubris, and Peripeteia. 

✅ Answer: 

 Hamartia: Tragic flaw or error in judgment. 

 Hubris: Excessive pride or arrogance leading to downfall. 

 Peripeteia: Sudden reversal of fortune or downfall. 

All are key elements in Aristotelian tragedy. 

 

 

✅ SECTION – C 

(3 x 6 = 18 Marks) 

(Answer any 3 questions in 150 words each.) 

 

11. a. Attempt an estimate of the characteristics of the Elizabethan Age. 

✅ Answer: 

 Renaissance and Humanism: Revival of classical learning and focus on human potential. 

 Nationalism and Patriotism: Reflected in history plays and poems. 

 Religious Tolerance: Compared to earlier periods. 

 Expansion of Drama: Shakespeare, Marlowe, and Jonson flourished. 

 Use of Blank Verse: Dominated dramatic writing. 

 Exploration of Themes: Love, power, revenge, fate, human nature. 

 Printing Press: Facilitated literature's spread. 
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Or 

11. b. Discuss the typical characteristic features of the Elizabethan Tragedy. 

✅ Answer: 

 Tragic Hero with a fatal Hamartia. 

 Supernatural Elements (ghosts, witches). 

 Revenge and Moral Dilemmas. 

 Conflict between Good and Evil. 

 Use of soliloquies to explore inner thoughts. 

 Catharsis achieved through pity and fear. 

 Examples: Hamlet, Macbeth, King Lear. 

 

12. a. Summarize Shakespeare’s Sonnet Let me not to the marriage of true minds…. 

✅ Answer: 

 True love is unchanging, constant, and not altered by time or circumstances. 

 Love is compared to an ever-fixed mark, guiding lost ships. 

 Time may bring changes, but true love endures. 

 The poem concludes that if this view of love is wrong, then Shakespeare has never 

written. 

 

Or 

12. b. Analyze Hamlet’s psychological predicament. 

✅ Answer: 

 Torn between revenge and moral hesitation. 

 Experiences inner conflict, depression, and doubt. 

 Questions existence: “To be or not to be”. 

 Delays action due to overthinking and conscience. 

 Trapped in uncertainty, resulting in tragedy. 

 

13. a. Madness is the key theme in Hamlet – Justify. 

✅ Answer: 

 Hamlet feigns madness to uncover truth. 
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 His act blurs lines between sanity and insanity. 

 Ophelia’s madness is real, caused by grief and betrayal. 

 Madness symbolizes corruption, revenge, and chaos in Denmark. 

 

Or 

13. b. Attempt an estimate of Aristotle’s views on Plot and Characters. 

✅ Answer: 

 Plot is the soul of tragedy, must have unity, magnitude, and catharsis. 

 Characters support the plot; the tragic hero should have Hamartia, experience 

Peripeteia, and undergo Anagnorisis. 

 Character must be consistent, appropriate, and true to life. 

 

 

✅ SECTION – D 

(6 x ½ = 3 Marks) 

(Objective Type Questions – Choose the correct answer.) 

 

14. i. This is closely associated with William Shakespeare. 

✅ Answer: d) Globe Theatre 

 

ii. This is the period of the Elizabethan Age. 

✅ Answer: c) 1558-1603 

 

iii. An Allegory offers— 

✅ Answer: a) Two meanings 

 

iv. All the World’s a Stage is taken from— 

✅ Answer: d) As You Like It 

 

v. The number of sonnets composed by Shakespeare. 

✅ Answer: b) 154 

 



100 
 

vi. This is a part of the sonnet. 

✅ Answer: d) Sestet 

 


