
Report on Academic Visit to Bhubaneswar 

Participation in the 62nd All India Political Science Association (IPSA) Conference and 

Educational Visits 

 

Introduction: 

Five students of Government College Autonomous, Rajahmundry from the Department of 

Political Science, accompanied by Dr. K. Sita Mahalakshmi, lecturer in Political Science, undertook an 

academic visit to Bhubaneswar, Odisha, to participate in the 62nd All India Political Science 

Association (IPSA) Conference held on 27th and 28th December by Kalinga Institute of Social 

Sciences (KISS). The visit also included educational tours to the Udayagiri and Khandagiri Caves and 

the Bhubaneswar Planetarium, with the objective of integrating academic learning with cultural and 

scientific exposure. 

 

Participation in the IPSA Conference: 

The 62nd IPSA Conference provided a national platform for academicians, researchers, and 

students to engage in discussions on contemporary political issues. The conference featured keynote 

addresses, plenary sessions, paper presentations, and panel discussions on topics such as democracy, 

governance, public policy, Indian politics, and international relations.  

I presented my paper named "Literature as Political Discourse: Statecraft, Justice, Equality and 

Nationalism" successfully in panel number 27 on 28th December 2025. My friends presented their 

papers successfully too, getting appreciation from the respective panels. 

We benefitted from scholarly interactions and gained insights into current research trends in 

political science. The conference experience helped enhance our analytical skills and broadened their 

academic perspective. 

 

 



 

Visit to Udayagiri and Khandagiri Caves: 

As part of the educational tour, the group visited the Udayagiri and Khandagiri Caves, which 

are ancient Jain rock-cut caves of immense historical and cultural importance. The visit enabled 

students to understand the socio-political and religious conditions of ancient India, particularly during 

the reign of King Kharavela. 

The caves offered valuable lessons on the interconnection between history, religion, culture, 

and political authority in ancient Indian society. 

 

 

 

Visit to Bhubaneswar Planetarium: 

We also visited the Bhubaneswar Planetarium, where we were introduced to basic concepts of 

astronomy and space science through visual presentations. The visit promoted scientific curiosity and 

encouraged interdisciplinary learning, highlighting the importance of scientific temper alongside social 

science education. 

 

Educational Outcomes: 

 Enhanced understanding of contemporary political science debates. 

 Exposure to academic research and national-level conferences. 

 Improved appreciation of India’s historical and cultural heritage. 

 Encouragement of scientific outlook through planetarium visit. 

 Holistic learning experience beyond classroom teaching. 



 

 

Feedback: 

IPSA was a great platform for us to not only understand and learn the contemporary political 

science debates but also be able to meet proficient professors and assistant professors. The KISS 

institute had shown great hospitality to each and every person present there without any hassles. I 

would like to thank my department and my college for providing such a great opportunity to us. 

 

Conclusion: 

The academic visit to Bhubaneswar, including participation in the 62nd IPSA Conference and 

visits to the Udayagiri and Khandagiri Caves and the Bhubaneswar Planetarium, was a highly 

enriching experience. It contributed significantly to the intellectual, cultural, and scientific 

development of the students. Such academic tours play a vital role in promoting experiential learning 

and should be encouraged regularly. 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


